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01 N. Water Street

Work continues on schedule
on downtown La Quinta Inn

By GRADY PHELPS
Work 1s moving along on
schedule on the $3.2-million,
10-story downtown La Quinta
Royale Motor Inn with an
opening date set for mid-June

Mickey Casel, general
manager of the high-rise inn,
said reservations are now
being taken for tourist season
bookings. He 1s also accepting
applications for the work force
of about 60 kitchen, restaurant
housekeeping and hotel
personnel who will be hired
from the local labor market to
staff the 200-unit facility

Casel said La Quinta Rovale
will observe a formal, two-day
grand opening celebration in
early July in which local and
out-of-town officials will take
part

“We want our inn 10 be an
asset to this beautiful city as
well as an asset to ourselves,”
Casel said

La Quin Resye sbeing
model (o othe Eh-rise,

luxury-type inns which are
planned in the future LQ
Motor Inns, the parent firm
which owns 35 La Quinta Motor
Inns and Rodeway Inns in
Texas. Louisiana and New
Mexico, also has u 102-unit,

Work on car
may be worth
college credit

Those hours working on a car
engine may be worth college

i

MICKEY CASEL

garden-type La Quinta Motor
Inn under construction near
Navigation and Interstate 37
which should be open for
business in mid-May

Casel said every room in the
downtown inn will have a
balcony to offer a view of the
bayfront. Rooms will contain
Spamish colonial furnishings.

The Plaza del Sol or lobby
area will feature a 10-story-tall
garden patio and courtyard
effect. Guests may gaze from
the bottom to the arched
skylight 1n the roof or view the
area from terraces on each
floor that overlook the lobby
below

The La Quinta Royale will
include _a 200-car, four-level
adjacent garage. a coffee
shop-breakfast room seating
100 persons, a 10th floor supper
club that can accommodate 150
persons, and two public
cantinas or cocktail lounges.

There will be a banguet room
to handle 250 persons for a
meeting or 200 for a luncheon
Casel hopes the

banquet-meeting area can be
expanded to take crowds of
1,000 persons.

“We will be trying to attract
seminars, conventions,
tourists, commercial
travelers, local meetings and
other events," Casel said

A second-floor swimming
pool will include a
140-by60-foot deck area with
tables and umbrellas which
will make the area attractive
for outdoor meetings and
parties, Casel said

The supper club will offer
gourmet dining, dancing and
lzading entertainers who will
visit here on a tour schedule, he
said. Room rates and other inn
costs will be competitive with
similiar operations here,

“We are very excited about
the challenge we are being
offered,”” Casel added, “"We
feel Corpus Christi is an
excellent location to give the
proper treatment to our new La
Quinta Royale approach.”

Casel, originally from
Washington, D.C., has been
associated with the La Quinta
franchise since 1967, He
managed properties for the
company in San Antonio,
Dallas, EI Paso and Houston,
Before coming here he was
regional supervisor for 10 La
Quinta inns 1n Houston,
Beaumont, New Orleans and
Lafayette for two years.

Casel said the downtown inn
will generate an employe
payroll of $250,000 annually,
His wife, Sylvia, will act as
assistant manager of the
facility

Casel said he is hopeful the
new La Quinta Rovale will
become just as big a
modern-time landmark and
enjoy a life as long and as
successful as the old Nueces
Hotel that it is replacing

March 30,
1973,
Corpus
Christi
Caller
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Corpus Christi Caller-Times, Sun., Jan. 27, 1980

Constructlon takes a giant stride

By JESS5E TREVINO
Stakt Writer

Construction of commercial bulldings in 1879
.was eight times greater than when the decade

-began, even though some of the Increase was due
to' inflation rather than an increase in the num-
ber of real dollars.

Christi Bank & Trust Tower.

The following vear the site of the old Nueces
Hotel became the location of the new $2.2-million
Le Quinta Royale. Another $2-millien project
that year was the construction of I.he ission
Shopping Center.

In 1573, a permit was issued for the Airline

to those of the *70s but. that housing costs can be
used as a barometer.

“Residential construction has gone to about

$40. per square foot, Irom about $25 four years
ago,” Pascador said.

Regardless of the rise in construction eosts and
problems with fuel costs, Pascador said he feels

BEL-MEL SPECIALTY GIFTS
WHOLESALER
Specializing in Gifts and
General Merchandise
- CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE
Wholesaie Catalog and price list
4945 HAMLETT
corpni Thristl, Texas 78415

Jerry Pascador, city building official, predicts  Sears store, which will anchor a new shopping  confident new hotels will be built here. Mel Sanchez, Jr.  (512] 852-7948 after 4:30
the 1§'n level of construction will coni!nue into center, Sunrise Mall. The store’s building valu- “People are going to take their vacations, re- -
the "80s. ation was placed at $2.6 million that year. That gardless,” he said.

In 1970, 158 building permits were approved at year also, the Citizens State Bank was issued a Along with new hotels, Pascador feels com-
a total valuation of $8,828,893. In 1979, the valu- permit for constrution of additions to its build- mercial buildings will be constructed because AMBULANCE

ation zoomixd to $75,735,502 on 191 permjts

The greatest single commercial plant taken
under construction was a $30-million project by
Corpus Christi National Bank. The project in-
cludes a new 12-story office building at Shoreline
Drive and Peoples Street and a 900-space park-
ing garage across from the bank’s offices on Wa-
ter Street. The bank also built a 16-lane drive-in
banking facility at Schatzel and Mesquite.

Commerical building came in two bulges in the
1870s. ;

The first four years of the decade saw com-
struetion rise but only to have the 1974 figure cut
in half in 1975. After the 1975 decline, construc-
tion took hold and increased rapidly the next four
years,

Commercial construction rose steadily from
almest 59 million in 1970 to almost $23 million in
1974,

In 1975, construction was down to a little uver
$10 million, but it rose the next year. In 1978, the
figure rose to $17 million. It passed $24 million in
1877 and ended at almost $75 million Tast year.

Unlike the rise and fall in total amounts in

coostruction, the number of building ]?ermn-s In addition, several hotel concerns have made e
stayed stgad} They averaged 183 per year. preliminary mqu].n& into building here. The ; P
The lowest number of construction permits for most prominently mentioned is the new Hershey "‘:E-
commerical purposes was in 1974. Ninety-four Inn. No building permit has beep issued for that H ;:“
were issued that year. Two years later, that fig- yet. ; o H .:;:
ure rose to 3LL _Pascador said the tourist industry is just get- A
The second highest annual oumber of com- ting off the ground. H ;4.,{

mercial permits — 243 — were issued in 1971
when businesses began repairing damage in

fieted by Hurricane Celia. Deapite Celia-related -

commercial construction, the largest com-
mercial permit was for the $6.8 million transfor-
mation of the old Dnsmll Hotel into the Corpus

ing at 2402 Leopard.

In 1974, another financial institution, then
known as Corpus Christi Savings — now First
Texas Savings —'received a permit. for a $1.4-
m:lhon\tpmject to add three floors to its building
at 101 Shoreline.

In 1975 and 1977, two hotel projects were un-
dertaken. One was the new $2.4-million Hilton
Inn, the other the $2-million additions to the Holi-
day Inn at Emerald Beach.

Renovation at $2.3 million of the old Center
Building into a home for semior citizens was
made In 1978. Also came that year the American
Natlonal Bank Building at a cost of $1.2 million.

In addition to the CCNR construetion project in
1979 a $5-million buxlclmg permit was issued to

Ine. for a [ faeility in the 3300
block of South Alameda.

Also in 1979, 2 permit for the new $2.3-million
First National Bank of Flour BIuff was issued.

‘The 1979 commercial boom has continued into
1980. The first of several commercial construc-
tion permits will be issned this month, melud.ulg
the beginnings of the $30-million Sunrise Mall:

"“The potentizl is tremendous,”” Pascador said,
“‘They (hotel interests) see the potential with the
opening of the convention center,” now under
construction.

Pascador said there are no hard figures to
compare commercial hu.f.ldmz cosls for the 19805

IED{WS Christi is viewed as a strong retail mar-
et:

B82-5571

When you plan your office...

DL

-Part of a city-wide economic development plan to promote
building and business by increasing commercial permits through
70s and 80s.
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Tourist bureau hits payload with mini-conventions

By GRADY PHELPS
Business Writer

Corpus Christi, forced w0
drag its heels for the past
se:vu'al years in competition
with other Texas cities for the
big convention dollars, is now
shooting at the smaller
25-to-200-delegate meeting
market with some success.

Of 54 assemblies heid in the
city so far this year by mostly
out-of-town visitors, more than
80 per cent have been of the
district or regional sales-type
conferences. Seven of the
conventions were state-level,
larger groups. None were

1973 and 1974 when the city was
aiming for something larger.
**We're not too proud 1o take
the 200, 100, 50 or 25
instead of the 1,200 or 2,000,"
says Bob Conwell, executive
vice president of the Corpm
Christi Area Convention and
Tourist Bureau.
“There are sales meetings,
seminars, board or corporate

meetings going on every day in
some other city,” Conwell
added. “they could be held in
Corpus Christi."”

These smaller meetings

the same as the major
conventioneers. Enough of the
little meetings can addup to a

one.

he convention-tourist
bureau took over city
convention promotion duties
last March from the Chamber
of Commerce. its staff
found what a lot of people had
known for semetime. Corpus
Christi doesn't have the
meeting space or hotel
accommodations desired
the larger conventions.
“We can't hide the fact that
what we are marketing as a
convention hall is an arema
designed for ice shows, rodeos
and sporting events and not for
conventions,” Conwell said.
“With the festivals,
dances, shows and other events
of a civic nature already
booked, Memorial Coliseum

Corpus Christi Caller
FEATURES AND CLASSIFIED

SUNDAY. MARCH 23, 1975 SECTION D
Hobbies:2  Farm-Dil:3  Qlassified: 513

and Exposition Hall don'thave  facilties and are making good ~ Sifice a controversial election

good datesavailableanyway.  sirides at auracting national in 1972. Work is to start soonon

“‘Because of this lack of
modern meeting space,
conventions and group

turned

desired by meetings are bung

away, creating an
lnssmﬂ\enﬁﬂu;:d‘g‘uusm
Conwell and Ruth Larson,
the bureau's convention
manager, said they are
wasting their breath trying to
give sales pitches against cities
like Dallas, Houston, San
Antonio and Fort Worth which
have large, modern meeting

conventions.

“El Paso and Amarillo now
flash their modern convention
complexes before site selection
committees,” Conwell said.
“Even Brownsville, Laredo
and McAllen have newer
facilities than we do and are
competing with us.”

‘The big local hangup in the
convention of course is
the $1l-million bayfront
convention_center which has
been tied up in court ligitation

a companion $5.4-million city
auditorium.

Conwell said the 2,500-seat
auditorium will greatly aid the
convention scene here as will
the propnsed $2.4-million
Hilton Inn which is 10 have
meeting space to handle 700
people Butmeﬂxltmmhly
won't be re=dy until early next
year. The aty auditorium will
take an estimated two years to
complete once it's started.

Conwell said 90 per cent of

the executive representatives
of about 309 different
orgzmizaums headquartered
in Austin have told local
convention officials they'd like
0 hold meetings here. But
their groups range in size from
500 to 1,00 delegates on the
average.

- know what facilities
we have and the shape they are
in,” Conwell said. “Thereis no
use trying to sell them. They
tell us to let them know when
we can get a large enough
meeting space under one roof."”

Mrs. Larson said thecity lost
a Zﬁ-daiqme. three-day oil
company seminar last week
because it couldn’t provide the
right accommodations. The
group wanted a central
meeting area where five
sepantemmsungmmfs
people each could be provided.
Alter meeting, the organi-
zation wanted to break and
assemble as a body, without a
time delay, and have lunchand
later dinner.

No hotel enuld fill that order
so the group went to Tulsa,
Mrs. Larson said. The loss

-To 1ncrease the availability of
convention-ready buildings to bring people
to the city and compete with Austin and

SermrArtorrTo:

meant about $37,000 to the city

economy.

Coawell said 30 per cent of
every delegate’s dollar goes to
the hotel-motel industry and
another 26 per cent for food
services. That leaves 44 per
cent to be spent elsewhere in
the community, with retail
store purchases perhaps
consuming 20 per cent.

Until the local con-
vention-accomocation com-
plexion brightens, the change
in plans will continue o
be a solicitation of smaller
meetings, Conwell added. And
local citizens who belong 1o
organizations thal sometimes
hold group meetings four times
a year will be asked to help
invite them here.

Work will still go on 10 lure
the national and state
meetings, said. but
more emphasis will be on the
smaller congregations of
businessmen, church,
fraternal and other

0f 50 conventions now
planned for the remainder of
1975, 56 per cent of these are of
the small delegation variety

Conventions
and Meetings
(January-March)

Year Delegates
1973 ... ... 8,220
1974 . .

1975 ...
(incomplete)

and more will be encouraged
later in the year.

Mrs. Larson said the
convention bureau is making a
big drive torecruit a numberof
meetings from
groups. In oil-related fields
alone, there are 500 different
corporate-level bodies in
exploration, production.
geological or services that
fall in the prospective
50-to-200-delegate category,
she said.

will help them make a
presentation. The effort will be
part of many favors needed to
tide the city through some
competitive days until bigger
and better convention facilities
come on stream locally.
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WED., MARCH 12-7:30 P.M.
Viewing Time-6:30 PM

———LA-QUINTA ROYALE
601 N, Water Street-Corpus Christi

We have been commissioned to sell at Public
Auction items represented to us as part of a

VAST COLLECTION of

MOTION PICTURE TREASURES
which added a great dim
MGM PRODUCTIONS

‘ A VERY SPECIAL PUBLIC AUCTION 5 skce

]

—5

Zuni, Hopi, Santa Domingo |
JEWELRY, DISCOUNTED at 50% of
List Price.
LA A RO
601 N Wotcr In The |
SATURDAY

NOVEMBER 16, 12 NOO

SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 17 12 NO
Any Jewelry Bought A
For Dollor For Any lmﬂ
4th Street, NW., Alb

- Arrow Troding Co., 165

. BANKAMERICARD & MA

BBt

SHOW & SALE &
50% DISCOUNT

‘ §0 COME EARLY FOR BEST SELECTION
/J Large Inventory of Hand-Made Navajo,

2

D

STAMP

SATURDAY DEC. 2

sHow

SUNDAY DEC.3

FREE ADMISSION

TO HOTPOINT'S

MICROWAVE
COOKING SCHOOL

TIME  7:00 PM-9:00 PM

1978 T
EC?JETI?)AS Lgl Quinta Hoyn!u 1

.

AUCTION

Major Collection of Rare and Valuable

ORIENTAL RUGS
onbehalf of their United Kingdom
and U.S.Clients tobe heldon:

FirstPortion: Saturday, October 24 af 2PM and 8PM
SacondPortion: Sunday, Qctober 22 at 2PV and 8PM

i

p

520 Ue‘

o

Baseball Card Show

FRIDAY, AUG. 17 4 pm to 8 pm
SATURDAY, AUG. 18 10 am to B pm
SUNDAY, AUG. 19 10 am to 5§ pm

ADMISSION %200

La Quinta Royale
601 N. Water St.

Ao
New

Year /

NEW YEAR’S EVE
EXTRAVAGANZA
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Texas Jaycees to hear Mauro

Plight of elderly topic of conventions

By ROSEMARY BARNES more drastic,” he said N before Congress, the council also lob- Texas Senior Citizens Association are
STatt writer

- g The administration's proposed bies on Issues affecting senior citi- expected to attend th
Garry Mauro, Texas Land Commis- Re ion a l More and more of the country’s el- ellmln:n:;md olcrree legal dswvlggls ze;s ; Apll l&nvg;ﬂ':; acul\,lflne:e:r(llﬁnhe at
1 3 y P ’ ' derly are falling below the national which failed in Congress. and possible everal other advocates for the el- #inta Royall 601
msxoner. B kC) ROIS Spcaker Sd'urda) ata poveyny line duesln recent cuts in fed- cutbacks in nutritional assistance for derly will speak during the three-day A Rnee Moonii,

of the Texas Jaycees.

erally funded programs for senior the elderly are issues that aggravate gonvention!
cmuynx, nccordlr;lg to the president of  senior citizens, Clayman sai Psychologist Doug Manning will _ The TSCA Convention will be one of

Corpus Christi Jaycees are hosung the w C“'m m l the National Council of Senior Citi-  ‘‘We are concerned in u societal address the council on "“When Love three state Conventions on aging
o 03 ili al Scheduled during th, k of April 22
weekend m h uinta Ammm uw zens. way because from 1981 to 1983, 3 mil-  Gets Tough."' detailing the emotional uring the week of Apri

Royale Motor Inn| 601 N. Wa\er
The begins wi

La Vista Room on the 10th floor. A
newcomer’s orientation will follow. mous iIs a mutuals

Council President Jacob Clayman, lion new folks fell below the national dilemma of placing a loved one in a 0 Corpus Christi

16th annual state convention of Texas senior citizens, but many seniors Morris Craig, chief of the mental Association of Meals Programs will

" 79, will address this issue during the poverty line. Not all of these were nursing home. On Thursday, April 26. the Texas

Senior Citizens Association (TSCA), were among them." he noted health services division of the Texas Degin a weekend convention at the

scheduled April 25-27 at the La Quinta Clayman said the time has come for  Department of Health, will speak on Holiday Inn-Emerald Beach. More
press conference Friday at La Ql-”ma S Roy‘k MO‘Of lnﬂ w‘ N wm @ emu Royale Mo‘t’or Inn. Clayman will senior citizens to be involved in the the Alzheimer’s disease gp:m,u" than 200 people are expected to at-

speak at the convention banquet at 7 decision-making

on me!‘l?r::n:l‘ﬁbershlp we represent Texlalxl(b: :::;:E Gl Forum chapter s state :Zr:::n:t';ﬁ’:glzfcf?ee

among the elderly have been dis- that will directl I senior_citizens, will

efits senior citizens have been receiv-  65- year! -old and endance of more than

Saturday begins with an 8 a.m. chil-
. program used by Alcoholics Anonymoux et Mosy it S ChemanrcoOMVENtion starts Thursday — miesni

requirement for membership 1s the desire to B o Rt b Wammmgon e 91 18
pulsive eating. For more information, call )5 ssomm e oo Solirechd

erswokintn The  Dr. Hector P Garcia '."3:3&?""%';#:3? of

s Way." will be: the
‘hc ment on Aging, the

D061; Sylvia, 852-7718; or Debbie, 881437 thtalh bt Bediny S s s Founders ~ Chapter of  the &S
P.O. Box 8448, Corpus Chnisti 78412.
n About 200 teachers Corpus Chmn from Thursday

OPTIMIST CLUB: Downtown op T eachers ope
.t Ramada@nnual meeting

will run throu
Services vale Motor Inn 601

speak on Foster Care and Adoj3[oup are 4

Christi chapter of the American Federation of

N. Water.

sonor st o e romenes By Aamerican GI Forum willthave its oo seme
bythepreum sdmlnlsmﬂlan butre inform its memhb . can Association of Re-
= ="ty don concerning 5211l annual state [Convention in -

from throughout South through Satys amada

Texas today opened Inn Bayfron{, 601 N. Water bt. The
the seventh annual bonvention's

801 N. Water $t. Belinda Texas Federation of Texas ¢onvention which “Hispanic Leadership in the New

Theme will  be

La Qumta Roy- Millennium.”

In('ll;ldt‘d in the U.S. Army Maj. Gen. Alfred A.
m the Corpus Valenzuela, deputy commander in
chief, U.S. Southern Command,

Information: 442-8119. Teachers. Local AFT president John Cole will will speak Friday at a 7 p.m. ban-

be running for election to the federation presi- quet. Navy Lt. Juan M. Garcia II1,
dency, a position to which he was appointed in a White House Fellow and special
January to fill the unexpired term of Ronald assistant to the U.S. Secretary of
Wilcox ;




Architectural Style
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Commercial block office tower with curtain
wall construction

Constructed in 1973

Arcaded ground floor with inset storefront
window wall with brick trimmed arches.
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N. Water Street View




601 N. Water Street

Starr Street View
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601 N. Water Street

Chaparral Street View
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601 N. Water Street

Corner of Chaparral and Peoples Streets View
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Landmark Commission
UDC Requirement: 83.4.3.A

In determining whether to approve, approve with conditions, or deny the historic overlay or
landmark designation, the applicable review bodies shall consider the following criteria:

1. The property has received prior recognition as a Registered Texas Landmark, a national historic
Landmark or as an entry in the National Register of Historic Places.

2. The property has character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural
characteristics of the City, State of Texas or the United States.

3. The property is the site of significant historic event.

4. Its identification with a person who significantly contributed to the culture and development of the
City.

5. The property exemplifies the cultural, economic, social or historic heritage of the City.

6. The property portrays the environment of a group of people in an era of history characterized by a
distinctive architectural style.



10.

11.

12.

Landmark Commission
UDC Requirement 83.4.3.A

The property embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or specimen.

The property may be classified as the work of an architect or master builder whose individual work
has influenced the development of the City.

The property embodies elements of architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship which
represent a significant architectural innovation.

The property is related to other distinctive areas which are eligible for preservation according to a
plan based on a historic, cultural or architectural motif.

The property has a unique location or singular physical characteristic representing an established
and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community of the City.

The property has archeological value in that it has produced or can be expected to produce artifacts
affecting historic or prehistoric study.



Recommendation

Landmark Commission and Staff
recommend:

AEEroval of the
CBD/H Commercial District

with a Historic Overlay
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