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How is our Catalog Connected
to Collection Development?

Processing/Labeling

Classification Access

Cataloging Deaccession

Collection Development is the overarching term that relates to
all actions concerning the collection:

Selection



CATALOG
Our catalog contains bibliographic records 

Descriptions and access points help

Differentiate between items 

Collocate like items

Show relationships 

We follow several professional standards when we

develop our collection and create our catalog.



RDA

Descriptive Cataloging
Standard

PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS

MARC Records Dewey Decimal
Classification

Library of
Congress Subject

Headings

Encoding Standard System for Classifying
and Organizing all

Kowledge

Controlled Vocabulary
for Subject Access



Resource Description & Access

RDA defines what information to collect, where to

collect it, and how to enter it

Example: Title of the book is pulled from the title

page (not the front cover or spine)

Defines authority data that provides one consistent

form of names and subject headings

Example:   a Pitt, Brad, |d 1963- 

vs. William Bradley Pitt

For more information: https://www.loc.gov/aba/

cataloging/policy/

RDA



MARC Records
Machine Readable Cataloging

Encoding Standard – the means for communicating

bibliographic information in a machine readable format

Holds the information created by descriptive

cataloging, classification, and subject headings

Example:  The Title goes in the MARC 245 field

Variant Titles go in the MARC 246 field

Developed and maintained by Library of Congress

In the future, will be replaced with BIBFRAME

For more information: https://www.loc.gov/marc/umb/

um01to06.html



RDA is the Content

MARC is the Container



World’s most widely used Classification system

System for organizing all knowledge into 10 main

categories (subcategories are updated to fit new topics)

We don’t use it for our entire collection

Fiction could be put in the 800 section

Biographies could be in the 92/920 section  

Our “nonfiction” sections use DDC, but still contain

some items that are not nonfiction (poetry, folktales).

For more information: https://www.oclc.org/content/

dam/oclc/dewey/resources/summaries/

deweysummaries.pdf

Dewey Decimal
Classification



Library of Congress
Subject Headings

Controlled vocabulary for subject access 

Accepted as a worldwide standard

Authority files keep the vocabulary consistent and make it

easier to search for and find like items with the same or

similar subject headings

For more information: https://www.loc.gov/aba/publications/

FreeLCSH/freelcsh.html

https://staff-corpustx.bywatersolutions.com/cgi-bin/koha/catalogue/detail.pl?biblionumber=142786&searchid=scs_1727726900883


Integrated Library System (ILS) - Koha

LCSH

DDC

RDA

MARC Records

Koha



More to Come...
Send your questions to Laura & Kenny


