
CITY OF CORPUS CHRISTI 

CORPUS CHRISTI WATER 

TO: Peter Zanoni, City Manager 

FROM: Nicholas Winkelmann, P .E., Chief Operating Officer 

COPY: Mayor & City Council 

SUBJECT: U.S. Bureau of Reclamation Grant Opportunity

DATE: June 29, 2026 

On May 18, the Bureau of Reclamation (Bureau) notified the City of Corpus Christi (City) that the 
Feasibility Study Report for the Inner Harbor Seawater Desalination project has been completed, 
satisfying the Bureau's requirements for the FY2026 WaterSMART Desalination Construction 
Program (Grant); see the attached memo. 

The Bureau removed the longstanding $30 million per-project cap for the current desalination 
construction notice of funding opportunity and is making $120 million available in the cunent 
FY2026 funding round. 

The Bureau issued the Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) on May 14, 2026, with a 
submission deadline of August 26, 2026. On page 28 of the attached NOFO, the Official 
Resolution states: 

Prior to award, the recipient must provide an official resolution (Resolution) adopted by the 
organization 's governing body, an official authorized to commit the recipient to the financial 
and legal obligations of the financial assistance award. 

Additionally, the City's grant consultants, The Color Nine Group, delivered an analysis and 
assessment for review; please see the attached document. Based on their evaluation, City staff 
does not anticipate that the current funding level of$120 million will be available in FY2027. 

The Bureau,s award announcements are expected between winter 2026 and spring 2027. 

Attachment: Bureau's Memo_Findlng the City's Title XVI Desalination Feasibility Study Report is Complete, May 18, 2026 
Attachment: Bureau of Reclamation NOFO Requirements 
Attachment: The Colol' Nine Group Executive Analysis and Assessment, June 26, 2026 














































































