


IMPORTANT DATES 

September 25, 2012 

Council Work shop on 

Legislative Priorities 

 

October 9, 2012 

Legislative Priorities 

on Future Agenda 

 

October 16, 2012 

City Council adopt 

legislative priorities 

 

November 6, 2012  

General Election 

 

 

 

 

November 12, 2012 

Pre-filing of 

Legislation begins 

for 83rd  Regular 

Session 

 

January 8, 2013 

83rd Regular Session 

of Texas Legislature 

convenes 

 

March 8, 2013 

Bill filing deadline 



Levels  of  Importance 

of  legislative  issues 

  

•  Priority – will actively pursue and 

support/oppose the policy, including, if 

necessary, seeking introduction and passage of 

legislation. This would include purely local 

Corpus Christi bills and very important 

legislation of statewide application. 

  

• Actively Support/Oppose – will aggressively 

attempt to influence passage/defeat of a 

measure if it is introduced by some other entity.  

  

• Endorse – will make its support or opposition 

known, but will not actively pursue the issue.  

 



Texas Municipal League (TML) 

Categories of Effort 

 

• Seek Introduction and Passage – will attempt to 

find a sponsor, will provide testimony, and will 

otherwise actively pursue passage. Known as 

“TML bills.”  

• Support – will actively attempt to obtain 

passage of the initiative if it is introduced by 

some other entity. TML will provide and/or 

arrange for testimony. 

• Endorse – will make its support known but will 

not actively pursue passage.  

• Oppose – will actively and vigorously attempt to 

defeat the initiative because it is detrimental to 

member cities.  

• No Position –  TML will take no action.  

There may be times when City position differs from TML.  



The City SUPPORTS legislation and/or 

administrative actions that: 

 Protect and enhance City revenues. 

 Reduces or eliminates costs to the City. 

 Support local control. 

 Protects policies previously 

established by City leadership through 

the Charter, ordinances, resolutions, 

and master plans. 

 Provide increased educational 

opportunities for the citizens of Corpus 

Christi and the Coastal Bend region by 

supporting its public schools, 

community colleges, and universities. 

 



The City OPPOSES legislation and/or 

administrative actions that: 

 Undermine the principle of home rule and local 

control by the City. 

 Results in the loss of revenue or negatively 

impacts potential revenue growth to the City. 

 Diminishes the authority of cities to regulate 

and manage their growth and development. 

 Nullify or undermine the City’s policies 

contained in existing provisions of the Charter, 

ordinances, resolutions, and master plans, 

unless such changes expand the City’s ability 

to manage its own affairs. 

 Imposes unfunded mandates that requires any 

expenditures by the City unless all costs are 

fully reimbursed by the mandating 

governmental entity. 



PROPOSED CITY LEGISLATION 

 

PRIORITY 

1. Exempt the Corpus Christi Aquifer Storage and 

Recovery (ASR) District from the requirement 

of developing a “desired future condition” of 

the aquifer in Chapter 36, Water Code. 

 

2. Expand authority of Joint Airport Zoning 

Board in Chapter 241, Local Government Code, 

to prevent and mitigate radar interference. 

 

3. Validate actions of the Lower Nueces Water 

Supply District to protect City’s real property 

interests in or near Lake Corpus Christi. 

 



PROPOSED CITY LEGISLATION 
 

PRIORITY 

4. Allow a County to use its Texas Enterprise 

Zone designations for a company that is in the 

Extra-Territorial Jurisdiction (ETJ) of a City 

that is not in that County. 

 

5. Allow Texas Enterprise Zone designations to 

be broken down into halves or quarters. 

 

6. Constitutional amendment authorizing gaming 

at destination locations in Texas. 

 

7. Windstorm Insurance Reform 

 



PROPOSED CITY LEGISLATION 
 

PRIORITY 

8. Authorize local governments to levy a local 

fee or tax for transportation infrastructure 

projects.  

 

9. Create a dedicated funding source to 

implement long-term water management 

strategies in the 2012 State Water Plan. 

 

10. Eliminate the population bracket limitation in 

the Local Government Code to allows smaller 

cities to use alternative procurement methods 

for design and construction.  



PROPOSED CITY LEGISLATON 
 

ACTIVELY SUPPORT 

1. Limitation on boating sales tax to create 

incentive for large boats to be registered in 

Texas. 

2. Funding to protect Texas military installations 

from future budget cuts or BRAC-like actions by 

purchasing development rights or land outright 

to ensure compatible land use strategies. 

3. Fair and equitable school finance system that 

strives for excellence, maximizes local control 

and encourages students to achieve academic 

success and prepares them for career 

opportunities in the future.  



PROPOSED CITY LEGISLATON 
 

ACTIVELY SUPPORT 

4. Enhance existing formula funding to increase 

efficiency and encourage graduates from Texas 

universities and community colleges to the 

support the critical role of providing a skilled 

work force for the Texas economy. 

 

5. Reinstate the dispersal of Law Enforcement 

Officers Standards and Education (LEOSE) funds 

to law enforcement entities across the state to 

defer the cost of the required continuing 

education of Texas peace officers.  



PROPOSED CITY LEGISLATION 
 

ACTIVELY OPPOSE 

1. Changes to the Public Education and 

Government one percent franchise fee for state 

cable franchises. 

 

2. Flow control restrictions in solid waste 

management. 

 

3. Changes that may weaken the long-term 

viability of the Texas Municipal Retirement System 

(TMRS).  

 

4. Changes to the school start date. 

 

5. Limitations on local control and restrictions 

on city’s extra-territorial jurisdiction.  

 

 



PROPOSED CITY LEGISLATION 
 

ACTIVELY OPPOSE 

6. Revenue Caps or erosion of local control over 

budgeting process; 

 

7. Limits on land use regulatory authority; 

 

8. Limits on building and construction permit fees; 

 

9. Reduction in revenue collected for right of 

way rental (i.e. Franchise fees); and 

 

10. Elimination or limits on the use of economic 

development tools  

 

 



PROPOSED CITY LEGISLATION 
 

ENDORSE 

1. Benefit plan flexibility. 

 

2. Continuation of economic development 

incentives and funding for the Governor’s 

Office. 

 

3. Continuation of funding for State agencies 

that provide critical services in the Coastal 

Bend, including Parks and Wildlife, Commission 

on the Arts, Historical Commission, Health and 

Human Services, Department of 

Transportation, General Land Office, 

Commission on Environmental Quality, 

Department of Public Safety, and others. 



OTHER  IDEAS – No Action Taken 
 

Amend Chapter 451, Transportation Code, to 

change city appointment to rapid transportation 

authority board representing transportation 

disadvantaged individuals. 

 

Amend Chapter 1251 and 1331, Texas Government 

Code, to give municipalities flexibility to group 

subjects for bond ballot language.  



What Others are doing 

• Nueces County 

 Pass a constitutional amendment (authorize referendum) to 
protect local governments from unfunded mandates. 

 Clarify subdivision regulation laws to allow unilateral 
enforcement of subdivision regulation in the ETJ of cities, while 
not hampering the ability of a city or county to apply for and 
receive grant funding for subdivision improvements. 

• Del Mar College 

 Workforce Alignment; 
 Student Success Funding; 
 College Readiness; 
 Transfer and Articulation; 
 Fully fund Adult Basic Education programs for community 

colleges. 



What Others are doing 

• Texas A&M University-CC 

 Maintain Base Funding and Minimize Additional Cuts 
 Special Item funding requests for: 

• Engineering programs; 
• New Life Sciences Research Building; 
• Student Success initiative, and 
• New Arts and Media Building 

• Metro 8 Chambers of Commerce 

 Economic Development; 
 Education & Work Force; 
 Health Care; 
 Transportation, and 
 Water 



What Others are doing 

• Texas Municipal League 

Policy Committees 

 General Government; 
 Revenue and Tax; 

 Subcommittee on Streamlined Sales Tax, Sales Tax 
Reallocation, and Internet Sales Tax Sourcing; 

 Regulation of Development; 
 Utilities and Transportation; 

 Subcommittee on Utility Rate Case, and 
 Personnel and Pension Reform 

 



What Others are doing 

(Future) 

• Corpus Christi Regional Transit 

Authority 

• Port of Corpus Christi Authority 

• Corpus Christi ISD 

 

 

 




