
1201 Leopard Street

Corpus Christi, TX 78401

cctexas.com

City of Corpus Christi

Meeting Minutes

City Council

11:30 AM Council ChambersTuesday, November 15, 2022

Addendums may be added on Friday.

Mayor Paulette Guajardo to call the meeting to order.A.

Mayor Guajardo called the meeting to order at 11:35 a.m.

Invocation to be given by Pastor David Bendett, Rock City Church.B.

Firefighter Christopher DeLeon gave the invocation.

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States and to the Texas Flag to be 

led by Marian Blevins, Mary Carroll High School Student.

C.

Logan Cobb, Director of Communications, led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of 

the United States of America and to the Texas Flag.

City Secretary Rebecca L. Huerta to call the roll of the required Charter Officers.D.

City Secretary Rebecca Huerta called the roll and verified that a quorum of the City 

Council and the required Charter Officers were present to conduct the meeting.

Charter Officers: City Manager Peter Zanoni, Senior Assistant City Attorney Buck 

Brice and City Secretary Rebecca Huerta

Mayor Paulette Guajardo,Council Member Roland Barrera,Council Member Gil 

Hernandez,Council Member Billy A. Lerma,Council Member John Martinez,Council 

Member Ben Molina,Council Member Mike Pusley, and Council Member Greg Smith

Present: 8 - 

Council Member Michael HunterAbsent: 1 - 

CITY MANAGER’S COMMENTS / UPDATE ON CITY OPERATIONS:E.

Mayor Guajardo referred to City Manager's comments.

1. 22-1985 Bond 2022 Implementation Strategy and Bond 2020 Update

City Manager Zanoni presented an update on the Bond 2022 Implementation Strategy 

and Bond 2020 Update as follows:  Bond 2022 project summary; Bond 2022 

highlights; Bond 2022 implementation strategy; and Bond 2020 program status.

Council Members and City Manager Zanoni discussed the following topics:  a Council 

Member's concern about false media reports that the majority of the Bond program 
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funded southside projects; a Council Member's request that staff follow-up with the 

media to ensure that accurate information is being reported; and the importance of 

having a bond campaign.

2. 22-1986 Staff Announcements:

a. Ernesto De La Garza, Director of Public Works

b. Logan Cobbs, Director of Communications

c. Retirement of Robert Rocha, Fire Chief

a. City Manager Zanoni introduced the new Director of Public Works Ernesto De La 

Garza.  Mr. De La Garza has 20 years of experience with street and bridge 

construction.  He will be responsible for streets, sidewalks, traffic signals, and signs, 

while leading a team of approximately 300 individuals. 

b. City Manager Zanoni introduced the new Director of Communications Logan 

Cobbs.  Ms. Cobbs has over five years of experience in public administration and 

communication.  She has served as the Deputy City Manager in Springfield, Ohio.  

c. City Manager Zanoni announced the retirement of Fire Chief Robert Rocha.  Chief 

Rocha has served the City for 11 years, and his last day with the City is January 20, 

2023.  Chief Rocha ensured that the fire department had the equipment, staffing, and 

training to do their jobs efficiently.  There are a total of 446 firefighters and 

paramedics.  Under Chief Rocha's leadership, all firefighters are now trained to be 

Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTs).  

Council Members thanked Fire Chief Rocha for his great leadership, friendship, and 

dedication to the City.

3. 22-1987 Light Up Corpus Christi (LED streetlight conversion program) Update by 

Tammy Huffman, Utilities Analyst (Finance Department)

City Manager Zanoni reported on Light Up Corpus Christi (LED streetlight conversion 

program).  The plan is to convert 15,000 street lights from the incandescent glowing 

light to a bright LED light.  Converting these lights will also save taxpayer dollars on 

street lights. 

Utilities Analyst Tammy Huffman presented information on the following topics:  

purpose of project; project summary; before and after; project in progress; current 

status; future status; and achieved milestones for phase 1.

4. 22-1988 Health District Staff Training and Professional Development Overview by Dr. 

Khan, Director of Public Health

Director of Public Health Dr. Khan presented information on the following topics:  the 

health district will be closed on November 18 from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for 
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employee training and development; mental health awareness is crucial for a healthy 

community; and Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats (SWOT) analysis. 

Council Members thanked Dr. Khan for her service to the community.

PUBLIC COMMENTF.

Mayor Guajardo opened the public comment period at 11:55 a.m.

Adam Rios, 7301 Tangled Ridge Court, spoke in support of restoring the Ritz Theatre 

and announced that there was a new executive director. 

Alyssa Barrera Mason, 609 Peerman Place, gave an update on downtown holiday 

events. 

John Weber, 609 Naples St., spoke in opposition to the Bootstrap Energy project and 

cryptocurrency mining.

Shirin Delsooz, 6030 Tapestry Dr., spoke regarding Item 15 and advocated for 

dedicated bike trails rather than combining with hiking trails.

BOARD & COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS: (NONE)G.

CONSENT AGENDA: (ITEMS 5 - 16)I.

Approval of the Consent Agenda

Mayor Guajardo referred to the Consent Agenda. Council Members pulled Items 10, 

11, 12, 13, and 15 for individual consideration.

A motion was made by Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Pusley 

to approve the Consent Agenda with the exception of Items 10, 11, 12, 13, and 15.  

The motion carried by the following vote:

Aye: Mayor Guajardo, Council Member Barrera, Council Member Hernandez, Council 

Member Lerma, Council Member Martinez, Council Member Molina, Council Member 

Pusley and Council Member Smith

8 - 

Absent: Council Member Hunter1 - 

Abstained: 0   

5. 22-1937 Approval of the November 1, 2022 Regular Meeting Minutes

The Minutes were approved on the consent agenda.

Consent - Second Reading Ordinances

6. 22-1773 Case No. 0822-03 Flint Hills Resources Corpus Christi, LLC (District 1): 
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Ordinance rezoning property at or near 2045 Tuloso Road from the “RS-6” 

Single-Family 6 District and the “ON” Neighborhood Office District to the 

“CG-2” General Commercial District; Providing for a penalty not to exceed 

$2,000 and publication. (Planning Commission and Staff recommend denial 

of the zoning change to the “CG-2” General Commercial District and in lieu 

thereof approval of a “ON/SP” Neighborhood Office District with a Special 

Permit.) (The Texan) (Requires 2/3 Vote)

This Ordinance was passed on second reading on the consent agenda.

Enactment No: 032913

Consent - Contracts and Procurement

7. 22-1590 Motion authorizing a five-year service agreement with Bio-Aquatic Testing, 

Inc., of Carrollton, Texas, for bio-monitoring testing for the wastewater 

treatment plants, in an amount not to exceed $235,000.00, with FY2023 

funding in the amount of $43,083.33 from the Wastewater Fund. (Requires 

2/3 Vote)

This Motion was passed on the consent agenda.

Enactment No: M2022-164

8. 22-1635 Resolution authorizing a one-year supply agreement with DPC Industries, 

Inc., of Corpus Christi, for the purchase of liquid chlorine in one-ton cylinders, 

for O. N. Stevens Water Treatment Plant, in an amount not to exceed 

$156,000.00 with FY 2023 funding from the Water Fund. (Requires 2/3 Vote)

This Resolution was passed on the consent agenda.

Enactment No: 032914

Consent - Capital Projects

9. 22-1812 Resolution authorizing the approval of Change Order No. 1 with JE 

Construction Services LLC., Corpus Christi, TX, for the Long Meadow Drive 

Project, in an amount of $168,876.76, and repurposing $115,380 from Bond 

2014 funds with remaining funds available from Storm Water for the project.

(Requires 2/3 Vote)

This Resolution was passed on the consent agenda.

Enactment No: 032915

10. 22-1907 Motion authorizing a professional services contract with SCS Engineers, 

Houston, Texas, to provide conceptual design, process design, and permitting 

services for a new Solid Waste Facility Complex that includes a transfer 

station, crew quarter/administration building, and fleet services complex 

located in Council District 3, in an amount not to exceed $328,050.00, with FY 

2023 funding available from the Solid Waste Certificate of Obligation Fund. 
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(Requires 2/3 Vote)

Mayor Guajardo referred to Item 10.

Council Members, Director of Solid Waste David Lehfeldt, Director of Engineering 

Services Jeff Edmonds, Assistant Director of Finance and Procurement Josh 

Chronley, and City Manager Peter Zanoni discussed the following topics:  a Council 

Member's concern that the composting facility will be located at the Cefe F. 

Valenzuela Landfill instead of at the J.C. Elliott Landfill; a Council Member's concern 

about the fairness of the evaluation process since local companies were not 

interviewed; the state permitting will take about six to nine months; and the new 

facilities will benefit from more female drivers being added to the fleet. 

Council Member Pusley made a motion to approve the motion, seconded by Council 

Member Hernandez.  This Motion was passed and approved with the following vote:

Aye: Mayor Guajardo, Council Member Barrera, Council Member Hernandez, Council 

Member Lerma, Council Member Martinez, Council Member Molina, Council Member 

Pusley and Council Member Smith

8 - 

Absent: Council Member Hunter1 - 

Abstained: 0   

Enactment No: M2022-165

11. 22-1961 Motion authorizing a fourteen-month streetlight installation agreement with 

AEP Texas to convert 11,038 existing light fixtures to LED light fixtures for 

select residential areas across the five districts for a total cost of 

$1,521,698.68 from the Bond 2018 capital fund. (Requires 2/3 Vote)

Mayor Guajardo referred to Item 11.

A Council Member's request to attach the email from bond counsel authorizing the 

2018 Certificate of Obligation Ordinance to include street lighting projects outside of 

the Rodd Field, Yorktown and Six Points areas; and to attach the 2018 Ordinance 

authorizing the certificates of obligation (COS) to the minutes

Council Member Lerma made a motion to approve the motion, seconded by Council 

Member Barrera.  This Motion was passed and approved with the following vote:

Aye: Mayor Guajardo, Council Member Barrera, Council Member Hernandez, Council 

Member Lerma, Council Member Martinez, Council Member Molina, Council Member 

Pusley and Council Member Smith

8 - 

Absent: Council Member Hunter1 - 

Abstained: 0   

Enactment No: M2022-166

General Consent Items
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12. 22-1804 Motion authorizing an annual renewal of a Joint Funding Agreement with the 

United States Geological Survey (USGS), U.S. Department of the Interior, for 

USGS to maintain automated river gauging stations that record stream flows 

and water quality parameters associated with the Frio and Nueces Rivers and 

associated tributaries, which is data the City uses daily to manage releases 

from the City’s reservoir system and for water treatment operations, whereby 

the USGS contributes $28,950.00 and the City contributes $169,350.00. 

(Requires 2/3 Vote)

Mayor Guajardo referred to Item 12.

A Council Member and Water Resource Manager Esteban Ramos discussed the 

following topics:  if the City and the United States Geological Survey (USGS) are 

properly calculating the stream flows associated with the Nueces River; and the 

contract has not been executed yet.

Council Member Smith made a motion to approve the motion, seconded by Council 

Member Lerma.  This Motion was passed and approved with the following vote:

Aye: Mayor Guajardo, Council Member Barrera, Council Member Hernandez, Council 

Member Lerma, Council Member Martinez, Council Member Molina, Council Member 

Pusley and Council Member Smith

8 - 

Absent: Council Member Hunter1 - 

Abstained: 0   

Enactment No: M2022-167

13. 22-1962 Resolution relating to establishing the City of Corpus Christi’s intention to 

reimburse itself for the prior lawful expenditure of funds relating to any capital 

expenditures from the proceeds of tax-exempt obligations to be issued by the 

City in an aggregate amount not to exceed $3,500,000 for authorized 

purposes.

Mayor Guajardo referred to Item 13.

A Council Member and City Manager Peter Zanoni discussed the following topics:  in 

response to a Council Member's concern about why this project is lagging from 2018, 

City Manager stated that in the prior bond programs design was taken one project at a 

time, so this project was in design for two or three years before the design was 

complete; and with the new business process for the 2020 bond program, every bond 

project was under design within five months after election. 

Council Member Pusley made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by 

Council Member Smith.  This Resolution was passed and approved with the following 

vote:

Aye: Mayor Guajardo, Council Member Barrera, Council Member Hernandez, Council 

Member Lerma, Council Member Martinez, Council Member Molina, Council Member 

Pusley and Council Member Smith

8 - 
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Absent: Council Member Hunter1 - 

Abstained: 0   

Enactment No: 032916

Consent - One-Reading Ordinances

14. 22-1385 One-reading ordinance awarding a construction contract to Bay, Ltd, Corpus 

Christi, Texas in the amount of $10,143,242.52 for reconstruction of Gollihar 

Road, from Greenwood to Crosstown, with new concrete pavement and utility 

improvements; amending the FY 2023 Capital Budget; located in Council 

District 3, with funding available from the Street Bond 2018, Storm Water, 

Wastewater, Water, Gas and short-term tax notes. (Requires 2/3 Vote)

This Ordinance was passed on emergency on the consent agenda.

Enactment No: 032917

15. 22-1822 One-reading ordinance authorizing the acceptance of the Coastal 

Management Program Grant from the Texas General Land Office in the 

amount of $175,000 for Phase 1 of the Oso Bay Hike and Bike Trail project 

along the Old Tex-Mex railway spur in City Council District Four, with 

$117,060 in-kind match from the Parks and Recreation Department; and 

appropriating $175,000 into the Parks and Recreation Grants Fund. (Requires 

2/3 Vote)

Mayor Guajardo referred to Item 15.

Director of Parks and Recreation Department Robert Dodd stated this is phase 1 of 

the project and will focus on completing a feasibility and structural engineering 

assessment of the existing railroad trestle along the Old Tex-Mex railway spur and 

developing a Master Plan.

Council Members, Director Dodd and City Manager Peter Zanoni discussed the 

following topics:  the overall goal of the proposed project is to create a recreational 

connection from the Flour Bluff area into the Oso Bay Wetlands Preserve; the Bond 

program includes $500k for the construction of this project; and a Council Member's 

request for staff to consider separate hike and bike trails per public comment. 

Council Member Smith made a motion to approve the ordinance, seconded by 

Council Member Lerma.  This Ordinance was passed on emergency and approved 

with the following vote:

Aye: Mayor Guajardo, Council Member Barrera, Council Member Hernandez, Council 

Member Lerma, Council Member Martinez, Council Member Molina, Council Member 

Pusley and Council Member Smith

8 - 

Absent: Council Member Hunter1 - 

Abstained: 0   
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Enactment No: 032918

Consent - First Reading Ordinances

16. 22-1792 Ordinance appropriating $322,438.40 from the unreserved fund balance in 

the General Fund for the purchase of OpenGov budget software and support 

from Vertosoft, LLC, through the Texas DIR Cooperative, in order to complete 

an FY 2022 budget initiative; ratifying implementation and authorizing 

execution of a five-year cooperative purchase agreement in the amount of 

$1,282,038.40, with FY 2023 funding of $322,438.40 from the General Fund; 

and amending the FY 2023 Operating Budget to increase expenditures by 

$322,438.40. (Requires 2/3 Vote)

This Ordinance was passed on first reading on the consent agenda.

RECESS FOR LUNCHJ.

Mayor Guajardo recessed the Council meeting for lunch at 1:32 p.m.  Mayor Guajardo 

reconvened the meeting at 2:28 p.m.

PUBLIC HEARINGS: (ITEMS 17 - 19)K.

17. 22-1805 First Public Hearing to discuss the annexation of County Right of Way for 

sections of County Road 43 and County Road 18, being approximately 9.78 

acres, located south of Farm to Market Road 2444, Caroline Heights 

subdivision.

Mayor Guajardo referred to Item 17.

Director of Planning Dan McGinn presented information on the following topics:  

vicinity map for tracts A and B; annexation tracts A and B; background; and 

annexation schedule. 

Council Members, Director McGinn, City Manager Peter Zanoni, and Assistant City 

Attorney Buck Brice discussed the following topics:  the City has the right-of-way 

easement on this road; no maintenance will be done on this road by the County or 

City; there is currently no development around these County Roads; and the goal is to 

annex these properties into the city limits so the City can benefit from property taxes.

Mayor Guajardo opened the public hearing.

There were no comments from the public.

Mayor Guajardo closed the public hearing.

No action was required.

18. 22-1859 Second Public Hearing to discuss the annexation of County Right of Way for 
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sections of County Road 43 and County Road 18, being approximately 9.78 

acres, located south of Farm to Market Road 2444, Caroline Heights 

Subdivision.

Mayor Guajardo referred to Item 18.

Mayor Guajardo opened the public hearing.

There were no comments from the public.

Mayor Guajardo closed the public hearing.

No action was required.

19. 22-1908 Public Hearing and Second Reading Ordinance amending Ordinance 

No. 024270, which created the Reinvestment Zone No. 2, City of 

Corpus Christi (“TIRZ #2”) on Padre Island, by extending the term to 

December 31, 2042; modifying the boundaries to add the portions of 

the Whitecap PID that are currently outside the TIRZ #2 boundary; and 

amending the Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone # 2 Amended Project 

& Financing Plans to add continuing maintenance of the Packery 

Channel through December 31, 2042 at a cost of $36,400,000, 

infrastructure improvements to R. Briscoe King Pavilion in the amount 

of $2,000,000, creation of a multi-mobility plan at a cost of $150,000, 

and infrastructure improvements related to the Whitecap PID 

development in the amount of $11,500,000, as recommended by the 

TIRZ #2 Board on October 25, 2022 and November 1, 2022.

Mayor Guajardo referred to Item 19.

Director of Finance and Procurement Heather Hurlbert presented information on the 

following topics:  October 25th board actions; November 1st board actions; items for 

action today; and action at future meetings. 

Council Members and Director of Finance and Procurement Hurlbert discussed the 

following topics:  the County is requesting two additional members to the board, so 

the Council would not appoint a Flour Bluff ISD or a Hospital District member, but 

instead appoint two members from the County; a Council Member's request that the 

specific date for financing recommendations be brought to Council at the February 

meeting; Council can choose to not appoint someone from Del Mar; the $36 million 

for the next 20 years is to provide maintenance to the Packery Channel; and the 

importance of the Packery Channel is water quality and recreational use.

Council Member Smith made a motion to approve the ordinance, seconded by 

Council Member Lerma.  This Ordinance was passed on first reading and approved 

with the following vote:

Aye: Mayor Guajardo, Council Member Barrera, Council Member Lerma, Council Member 

Martinez, Council Member Molina, Council Member Pusley and Council Member Smith

7 - 
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Absent: Council Member Hunter1 - 

Abstained: Council Member Hernandez1 - 

INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION ITEMS: (ITEMS 20 - 22)L.

20. 22-1806 Resolution approving a Chapter 380 agreement with Net Zero Carbon One, 

LLC in the total amount not to exceed $500,000 for the development of an 

electrofuels processing plant located near 5238 Union Street. (Requires 2/3 

Vote)

Mayor Guajardo referred to Item 20.

Interim Chief Executive Officer of Corpus Christi Regional Economic Development 

Corporation Mike Culbertson presented information on the following topics:  Net Zero 

Company; impact report; and benefits of Net Zero.

Council Members, Mr. Culbertson, and Chief Operating Officer of Net Zero Company 

Roger Harris discussed the following topics:  the City does not regulate emissions; 

less emissions will be released because of the carbon dioxide; and this plant will use 

excess water from Howard Energy Partner’s land and not from the City. 

Mayor Guajardo opened public comment.

There were no comments from the public.

Mayor Guajardo closed public comment.

Council Member Lerma made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by 

Council Member Hernandez.  This Resolution was passed and approved with the 

following vote:

Aye: Mayor Guajardo, Council Member Barrera, Council Member Hernandez, Council 

Member Lerma, Council Member Martinez, Council Member Molina, Council Member 

Pusley and Council Member Smith

8 - 

Absent: Council Member Hunter1 - 

Abstained: 0   

Enactment No: 032919

21. 22-1250 Ordinance authorizing a construction contract to SpawGlass Contractors, Inc., 

Corpus Christi, Texas, for CCIA Terminal Rehabilitation in an amount not to 

exceed $17,941,349.64; appropriating Airport Grant No. 68 for $10,708,995 in 

Fund 3020; appropriating Airport Grant No. 69 for $1,800,000 in fund 3020; 

appropriating $1,284,625.33 from unreserved fund balance and transferring 

to Fund 3018; amending the FY 2023 Operating and Capital Budgets. 

(Requires 2/3 Vote)

Mayor Guajardo referred to Item 21.
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Director of Aviation Kevin Smith presented information on the following topics:  project 

vicinity; project scope; project pictures; Corpus Christi International Airport (CCIA) 

exterior second floor patio; CCIA men's second floor restroom sterile area; CCIA 

second floor restroom sterile area entrance; project schedule; and communication. 

Council Members, Director Smith and City Manager Peter Zanoni discussed the 

following topics:  the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is funding about 90 

percent of this project; no taxpayer dollars are going into the airport; this project will be 

overseen by the engineering team; and a Council Member's request for staff to look 

into the annual cost for charging a car. 

Mayor Guajardo opened public comment.

There were no comments from the public.

Mayor Guajardo closed public comment.

Council Member Hernandez made a motion to approve the ordinance, seconded by 

Council Member Pusley.  This Ordinance was passed on first reading and approved 

with the following vote:

Aye: Mayor Guajardo, Council Member Barrera, Council Member Hernandez, Council 

Member Lerma, Council Member Martinez, Council Member Molina, Council Member 

Pusley and Council Member Smith

8 - 

Absent: Council Member Hunter1 - 

Abstained: 0   

22. 22-1719 Resolution approving and authorizing the City Manager or designee to 

execute an Advance Funding Agreement with the State of Texas, acting by 

and through the Texas Department of Transportation (“State” or “TxDOT”) for 

the Highway Bridge Replacement and Rehabilitation Program (HBRRP) to 

replace or rehabilitate the Yorktown Mud Bridge and Ocean Drive Bridge. 

(Requires 2/3 Vote)

Mayor Guajardo referred to Item 22.

Assistant Director of Public Works Gabriel Hinojosa presented information on the 

following topics:  project location-Yorktown Boulevard; project location-Ocean Drive; 

project scope; project funding; and staff recommends approval. 

Council Members and Assistant Director Hinojosa discussed the following topics:  the 

City owns both bridges; $20 Million is allocated for the reconstruction of Yorktown 

from Rodd Field to the bridge; in response to a Council Member's concern about the 

timing of the mud bridge, staff recommends that the bridge be done before the 

roadway; and the funding has been approved and TxDOT will handle the project.

Council Member Hernandez made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by 
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Council Member Pusley.  This Resolution was passed and approved with the following 

vote:

Aye: Mayor Guajardo, Council Member Barrera, Council Member Hernandez, Council 

Member Lerma, Council Member Martinez, Council Member Molina, Council Member 

Pusley and Council Member Smith

8 - 

Absent: Council Member Hunter1 - 

Abstained: 0   

Enactment No: 032920

BRIEFINGS: (ITEM 23)M.

23. 22-1924 Texas State Aquarium Update to be given by Jesse Gilbert, President & CEO 

Mayor Guajardo referred to Item 23.

CEO and President of the Texas State Aquarium Jesse Gilbert presented information 

on the following topics:  Aquarium's economic impact; Wildlife Rescue along the 

Texas Gulf Coast; Wildlife Rescue Program; Port of Corpus Christi Center for Wildlife 

Rescue; and Save the Date for the Grand Opening of the Port of Corpus Christi 

Center for Wildlife Rescue at the Texas State Aquarium March 2, 2023 at 10:30 a.m.

Council Members and CEO Gilbert discussed the following topics:  the Wildlife 

Rescue is free to the public; the Ed Rachal Foundation has plans regarding oyster 

rehabilitation; and a radio transmitting device will be placed on a sea turtle sometime 

next week.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: (NONE)N.

ADJOURNMENT:O.

There being no further business, Mayor Guajardo adjourned this meeting at 3:50 p.m.
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