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Cigarette Litter Scan

Background

A Cigarette Litter Prevention Program (CLPP) uses four proven strategies to reduce cigar tip and
cigarette butt litter:
= Review local litter laws, including cigarette butt litter, and support enforcement.
= Educate the public using public services messages and advertising.
* Place ash receptacles at “transition points,” places where smokers must stop smoking before
proceeding.
= Distribute portable auto and pocket ashtrays to adult smokers.

What is a Cigarette Litter Scan?

“A scan is not a cleanup. It's about measuring.”

A Cigarette Litter Scan, developed by Keep America Beautiful, Inc., is a method to quantify cigarette
butt and cigar tip litter in a target area. Scans have been field-tested in downtowns, beaches, parks, and
at rest areas along roadways. See “Program Venues: Fast Facts”

The Cigarette Litter Scan is:

= Areliable and proven “scanning” methodology that involves an actual count of cigarette butt and
cigar tip litter on the ground.

= Conducted in a smaller, representative section within the larger CLPP program area.

* Executed before a CLPP is launched to establish quantitative baseline data, and then affer start
of the program to measure results.

=  Used for periodic follow-up scans as an ongoing tool to assess long-term program impact and
sustainability.

Conducting a Scan

A Cigarette Litter Scan counts cigarette butt litter and cigar tips in a small section of the program area.
For a special event, the scan is conducted in one to three approximately 10° X 10" areas within the special
event grounds. While counting cigar tips is not required, it is recommended. Besides providing baseline
data, a scan also helps identify where individuals are smoking and may litter cigarette butts and cigar tips.
The CLPP can then place ash receptacles at strategic locations and focus on changing littering behavior,

Examples:

» For a downtown, cigarette butt litter and cigar tips are counted on sidewalks and gutters at each
address in a two to three-block area.

= For a beach, waterfront, or point of interest at a park or other recreation area, the scan will
occur in and around pedestrian access points, picnic areas, near concessions or other retail
businesses, and parking lots.

= Onroadways and highways, the scan usually occurs at targeted rest areas, scenic pull offs,
intersection medians, or other off-road locations.

= For special events, a scan for events two days or longer usually occurs within one to three 10' X
10’ scan areas (depending on event size) identified using fixed points in and around the event
venues, e.g., food, entertainment, vendor booth, entrance and exits, etc.

Follow these simple steps to conduct a Cigarette Litter Scan:

STEP 1: Gather a Scan Team

Identify individuals from the CLPP Task Force or other adult volunteers to participate in conducting the
scan;

= A scan requires about 2-4 people.
= Allow for up to a half day to execute the scan.



SCAN AREA MODELS

SCANNING A DOWNTOWN:
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