ARTICLE II. = TAXICABS

DIVISION 1. - GENERALLY

Sec. 57-20. - Definitions.

The following terms, as used in this article, article Ill, and article IlIA,
shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to them:

Business days: The official working days of the City of Corpus Christi
not including weekends or public holidays.

Certificate: A certificate authorizing taxicab or vehicle for hire service in
the City of Corpus Christi issued pursuant to this article.

Driver or chauffeur: Shall be held to include every person in actual
charge of the operation of a taxicab or vehicle for hire, whether he is the
owner or is an agent, servant or employee of the owner.

For hire: For money or other thing of value, gratuities, tips and free-will
offerings, whether paid directly or indirectly, as compensation or
consideration for services rendered.

Mobile data terminal or MDT: A computerized GPS dispatch system
terminal that is mounted in the vehicle to allow for dispatching of taxicabs.

Owner: Any person, firm, corporation, association, partnership or
society who holds a valid and current certificate and who has the control,
direction, maintenance and the benefit of the collection of revenue derived
from the operation of one (1) or more taxicabs on or over the streets or
public ways of the city, whether as owner or otherwise.

Taxicab: Every automobile or motor-propelled vehicle used for the
transportation of passengers for hire over the public streets of the city and
not over a defined or fixed route, irrespective of whether or not the
operations extend beyond the city limits, at rates for distance traveled, for
waiting time, for both or at rates per hour, per day, per week or per month
under circumstances that such vehicle is routed under the direction of the
passenger hiring same. The term “taxicab” does not include Transportation
Network Vehicles or Limousines. The term "taxicab" does not include
driverless vehicles nor does it include vehicles operated exclusively under




any special certificate carrying to or from any municipal airport of the city to
any point within the city or through any part of the city, but the provisions
relating to drivers shall apply to all vehicles operated under special
certificate, as well as other vehicles included herein, when a driver is
furnished.

Taxicab stand: A public place alongside the curb or curbline of a street
which has been designated by the city traffic engineer as reserved
exclusively for the use of taxicabs in accordance with the provisions of this
article and the traffic ordinances of the city.

Taximeter: A machine adapted automatically to calculate at a
predetermined rate and to register the charge for hire of a taxicab, and
such charges shall be indicated numerically.

Vehicle for hire: Shall mean every chauffeured vehicle, other than mass
transit vehicles or vehicles involved in an organized car pool not available
to the general public, which operated for any fare or compensation and
used for the transportation of passengers over city streets. Such vehicles
shall include but not be limited to taxicabs, buses, vans, motor coaches,
limousines, classic vehicles, luxury vehicles, horse-drawn carriages and
pedicabs.

Waiting time: Such time as may be consumed or lost at the special
instance and request of a passenger after such passenger has first entered
the taxicab to make a trip and before reaching his final destination; and no
charge shall be made against a passenger for any time lost on account of
any other delay whatsoever.

Sec. 57-21. - Enforcement and administration—Generally.

Enforcement and administration of the provisions of this article and the
supplemental regulations for taxicabs at the Corpus Christi International
Airport shall be a function of such officers and employees of the city as may
be designated by the city manager. The designated employees shall
exercise powers and promulgate rules necessary to enforce the provisions
of this article.

Sec. 57-22. - Same—Police assistance.



The taxicab inspector and such other employees as are designated by
the city manager or his designee may call upon the police department of
the city for cooperation in enforcing the provisions of this article, and it shall
be the duty of the chief of police to direct the members of the police
department to give such cooperative action as requested, and it shall
further be the duty of all police officers of the city to make investigations of
violations of this article and to make arrests for violations of this article
committed in their presence in the same manner as for violations of the
traffic ordinances of the city.

Sec. 57-23. - Taxicab inspector—Appointment.

Taxicabs and vehicles for hire shall be under the supervision of the
taxicab inspector of the city, who shall be appointed with the approval of
the city manager.

Sec. 57-24. - Same—Duties generally.

It shall be the duty of the taxicab inspector to receive all applications for
certificates to operate taxicabs and vehicles for hire and to receive all other
applications under this article, conduct hearings thereon, from time to time
inspect the operations of taxicabs and vehicles for hire; inspect the taxicab
and vehicles for hire vehicles within the city; enforcement of city ordinances
and such other duties as may be required of him in connection with the
taxicab and vehicle for hire operations.

Sec. 57-25. - Same—Records and reports; action to suspend or
revoke privilege; records and reports by others.

The taxicab inspector shall establish, maintain and keep a system of
records showing whether the holder of any certificate to operate a taxicab
or vehicle for hire in the city has been guilty of a breach of any condition of
such certificate or has failed to comply in any material manner with the
terms and stipulations thereof, and the taxicab inspector shall take action
when, in his opinion, the certificate of any such operator should be
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suspended or revoked or penalties imposed on the holder under all the
facts and circumstances reflected by the records.

The records to be kept by the taxicab inspector as to performance of
certificate holders shall include, but without limitation, records of charges,
convictions, reprimands, warnings, and observations of officers and
employees of the city concerning the performance of any certificate holder
or employee of such holder.

Sec. 57-26. - Certificate holder and driver to comply.

(a) Certificate holder. In the operation of a taxicab or vehicle for hire
service, a holder shall comply with the terms and conditions of this
article and regulations established under this article and be responsible
for all vehicles authorized to operate under the holder's certificate.

(b) Driver. While on duty, all drivers shall comply with this article,
regulations established under this article, other law applicable to the
operation of a motor vehicle in this state, and orders issued by the
holder employing or contracting with the driver in connection with the
holder's lawful discharge of his duty under this article.

Sec. 57-27. - Certificate holder's duty to enforce compliance by
drivers.

(a) A holder of a valid and current certificate shall establish policy and take
action to discourage, prevent, or correct violations of this chapter by
drivers, who are employed by or contracting with the holder.

(b) A holder shall not permit a driver who is employed by or contracting with
the holder to drive a taxicab or vehicle for hire if the holder knows or
has reasonable cause to know that the driver has failed to comply with
the rules and regulations established by this article.

(c) Any failure to comply with regulations established under this article shall
be cause for suspension or revocation of the certificate authorizing the
holder to operate a taxicab or vehicle for hire service within the city.



Sec. 57-29. - Suspension and revocation of certificate.

Any certificate may be either suspended for any period of time not to
exceed six (6) months or revoked by the taxicab inspector.

(1) The taxicab inspector shall suspend or revoke a certificate if it is
determined that the holder has:

a. Failed to comply with a correction order issued to the holder by
the taxicab inspector or his designee, within the time specified in
the order; or



b. Intentionally or knowingly impeded the city manager or his
designee, the taxicab inspector or a law enforcement agency in
the performance of their duties; or

c. Failed to comply with the requirements established in this article
in any way; or

d. Been convicted for violation of another city, state or federal law,
which violation reflects unfavorably on the fitness of the holder to
perform a public transportation service; or

e. Substantially breached the terms of the certificate; or

f. Failed to pay city ad valorem taxes, when due, on all vehicles
and other equipment used in connection with the taxicab service;
or

g. Failed to pay the street-use Certificate of operation fee at the
time it is due.

(2) Every suspension or revocation of the certificate shall be in writing,
dated and shall state the reason for such suspension or revocation.
Such notice shall immediately be sent to the holder of such
certificate. Such order of suspension or revocation shall be effective
as of the date of such notice; provided, however, that the holder
whose certificate has been suspended or revoked may within five
(5) business days after the date of such notice appeal to the city
manager or his designee for reinstatement by a request in writing for
such relief. The city manager or his designee shall set a date not
later than fifteen (15) business days following receipt of the notice of
appeal for hearing and after such hearing sustain or reverse the
suspension or revocation. If no appeal is taken within the time and
by the method hereby provided, then the order of suspension or
revocation by the taxicab inspector shall be final.

(3) A suspension of a certificate shall not affect the expiration date of
the certificate.

(4) Upon revocation of a certificate, said holder shall be ineligible for a
new certificate for a period of two (2) years.

(5) Reinstatement. After suspension of a permit, a holder may file with
the city manager or his designee a written request for reinstatement.
The taxicab inspector shall inspect the operation of the suspended
holder to determine if the deficiency causing the suspension has



been corrected by the holder. After inspection, the taxicab inspector
shall submit his recommendation together with supporting facts to
the city manager. The city manager or his designee may as he
determines appropriate, reinstate the certificate or deny
reinstatement.

DIVISION 2. - CERTIFICATE, FEES, BUSINESS REGULATIONS

Sec. 57-30. - Certificate, license and permit required.

It shall be unlawful for any person to drive or operate or to cause to be
driven or operated any taxicab upon or over any street or thoroughfare in
the city unless the owner or operator thereof has first secured a certificate
from the city to operate a taxicab and the required license and permit to
operate such vehicle under this article has been issued.

Sec. 57-31. - Certificate application—Requisites, filing.

Every person proposing to operate a taxicab service in the city shall
make application in writing on forms provided by the city requesting a
certificate pursuant to the terms of this article for such proposed taxicab
service.

Such application for certificate to operate a taxicab service shall be

verified under oath and shaII be flled in trlpllcate and—aeeempaned—by—a

this—article: and accompanied by a nonrefundable filing fee of two hundred
fifty dollars ($250.00) to cover administrative costs and—the—costs—of

blication of not rad in thisarticle.

Sec. 57-32. - Same—Information to be given.



Every application for a certificate under this article shall include the
following information:

(1) The name and address of the applicant.

(2) A sworn statement by the applicant (which term shall include every
person with a ten (10) per cent or greater ownership interest in the
applicant) that there does not exist any unsatisfied final judgment
against the applicant or any entity in which the applicant has or, at
the time of judgment, had a ten (10) per cent or greater ownership
interest, which judgment arose out of the operation of a taxicab
business.

(3) Experience of the applicant in the transportation of passengers.

(4) Whether the applicant has been convicted of criminal offenses listed
by the city manager or his designee as reflecting unfitness to
operate a public transportation service.

(5) The minimum and maximum number of taxicabs proposed to be

operated by the applicant. The-minimum-nrumber-of-taxicabsplaced
into service at the time of issuance of a certificate shall be at least

one-(l)

(6) Location of proposed base of operations withinthe Corpus—Chyristi
o i Lin ol : her i welling,

(7) The eolerscheme-and insignia to be used to designate the vehicles

of the applicant, which shall be distinct and unique from any other
taxi company currently operating.

(8) The model year, make current license number, and vehicle
identification number of each taxicab the applicant expects to use in
its operation.

(9) Proof that he has in effect required insurance covering operations
under the certificate.

(10)  The public telephone number to be used by the public to
request service.

(11) A description of the dispatch system to communicate requests
from prospective passengers to the taxicab driver.

12 in ad : oal oo for_the_initial_t!



Sec. 57-33. - Same—Consideration of application or reapplication.

When application for a certificate has been made, the city manager or
his designee shall determine if the applicant has complied with the
provisions of this article.

The matter of determining whether the applicant has complied with the
provisions of this article may be referred to the taxicab inspector for his
advisory finding on such matter, and the taxicab inspector is authorized to
hold such hearings as will give all interested parties an opportunity to
present evidence on the question.

Sec. 57-34. - Reserved.

Sec. 57-35. - Same—Issuance.

If it is determined from the investigation and hearing that the applicant
has complied with the provisions of this article, a recommendation shall be
made to the city manager or his designee that a certificate to operate
taxicab service in the city be granted for a term netto-exceedfive {5} 0f 1 5
years from the date of issuance specifying the maximum number of taxicab
vehicles which may be operated by the certificate holder during the five-1 5
year term. The applicant shall be notified of such recommendation.




Sec 57 — 36 — Certificate of operation fee

(a)

The fee imposed for a Certificate issued pursuant to this article shall

(b)

be in an amount equal to 2% of the annual gross receipts for the
operation of each taxi operated for the Certificate holder.

The fee provided in subsection (a) of this section shall be paid to the

(c)

city on a quarterly basis on or before the 10th day following the close
of the calendar month for which the quarterly payment is calculated.

The initial payment shall cover the period beginning from the date the

certificate was issued to the Certificate holder.. Upon the submission
of each guarterly payment, the Certificate holder shall file with the
taxicab inspector a financial report itemizing the components of the
Certificate holder.'s gross receipts for the payment period. All
Certificate holders shall utilize any forms promulgated by the taxicab
inspector for the submission of the required financial reports and shall
submit the financial reports in accordance with any instructions, rules,
or regulations promulgated by the taxicab inspector.
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(d)

Upon 10 days' notice to the permittee, the taxicab inspector shall

(e)

have the right to inspect the permittee's records the taxicab inspector
deems necessary and appropriate to determine that the permittee is
in compliance with the requirements of this section.

The fees established in this section shall be payable in addition to

any other applicable fees imposed by this Code or other ordinances
of the city.

Sec. 57-36. - Taxicab street yse Certificate of operation fee.

(@)

(b)

(€)

(d)

(€)

Each owner holding a certificate to operate a taxicab upon the streets
within the city shall pay the city each three-month period as a taxicab
street-use Certificate of operation fee an amount equal to one hundred
dollars ($100.00) times the maximum number of vehicles authorized by
a current and valid certificate. For the purpose of calculating the taxicab
street-use Certificate of operation fee, the maximum number of vehicles
shall be no lower than five (5).

Notwithstanding the provisions of section 57-35 a certificate holder may,
upon written request to the city manager or his designee, apply to
increase or decrease prospectively the maximum number of vehicles
authorized to be operated during the following consecutive twelve-
month period of the remaining term of the current certificate.

The number of vehicles in service by a certificate holder shall not
exceed the maximum number of vehicles authorized to be operated
under such certificate.

The annual street-use Certificate of operation fee shall be paid in four
(4) payments as follows: on or after January 1 and before January 10;
on or after April 1 and before April 10; on or after July 1 and before July

10; on or after October 1 and before October 10. -A-twenty(20)percent
| : hall L lod Lt bmitted |
If the holder of the certificate shall fail to comply with any requirement
herein or shall willfully file any false statements, the same shall be
cause for a suspension or revocation of the certificate authorizing the
holder to operate a taxicab service within the city.

11



Sec. 57-37. - Payment of taxes, fees, etc.

It shall be the duty of every owner of any taxicab operated within the
city to render for and pay all ad valorem taxes to the city for all vehicles and
other equipment used in such business, and a failure to render for and to

pay such ad valorem taxes to the city,—twenty{20}percent-latefee-when
paid—after-the-tenth-day-of-each-guarter or failure to pay any other fees,

licenses or charges to the city before they become delinquent shall, if not
paid after written notice of default, operate as a revocation of any
certificate, license or permit authorizing the operation of taxicabs over the
public streets, alleys and ways of the city.

Sec. 57-38. - Report as to drivers in charge of particular taxicabs.

The owner of any taxicab used in the business of carrying passengers
for hire upon the streets of the city and which is licensed to carry on such
business shall, upon request of the taxicab inspector, report the drivers
who are in charge of the particular cars at a specified time.

Sec. 57-39. - Records in connection with calls.

Every holder of a certificate and owner or operator of a taxicab shall
keep accurate records relating to calls received and services performed,
the time of such calls or services, the name of the driver performing the
service or making the service call, the place of such call and the time of
return from such call; and access to such records shall be given to the
taxicab inspector or the chief of police; and every refusal to give such
records or furnish information kept regarding such matters shall be and is
hereby made a misdemeanor and may additionally result in a suspension
or revocation of certificate.

Sec. 57-40. - Responsibility of each person in engaging a taxicab or
vehicle for hire.
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By taking any action in connection with this article Il, article Il and
article IllA on taxicabs or any vehicle for hire (including, but not limited to,
inspections, investigations, administration, enforcement, recordkeeping,
and the granting, suspension and revocation of certificates, licenses, and
permits), the city and its agents and employees do not in any way
represent or undertake to represent the fitness of any taxicab, driver, or
aspect of the taxicab business, and it shall be the sole responsibility of
each person to decide whether to engage or use a taxicab or vehicle for
hire without relying on any action of the city.

Secs. 57-41—57-55. - Reserved.
DIVISION 3. - FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Sec. 57-56. - Liability insurance—Generally.

Before any license or permit shall be issued to any owner or operator of
a taxicab or before any renewal of a license or permit shall be granted, the
owner or operator shall be required to file a certificate of insurance with the
taxicab inspector and thereafter keep in full force and effect a policy of auto
liability insurance with a company duly authorized to do business in the
State of Texas and performable in the county, insuring the public against
any loss or damage that may result to any person or property from the
operation of such vehicle; provided, that the maximum amount of recovery
in such policy of insurance specified shall not, for each vehicle, be less
than fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00) for injury or death of one (1) person
and one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) for injuries or deaths in
any one (1) occurrence; and not less than twenty-five thousand dollars
($25,000.00) for injury to or destruction of property in any one occurrence;
Each insurance policy shall require notice from the insurer to the city at
least ten (10) days before any such policy is to be terminated for any
reason by the insurer or by the insured. So as to adequately protect the
City of Corpus Christi and its residents, the risk manager shall have the
authority to adjust auto liability insurance coverage limits in accordance
with section 17-19 of this Code of Ordinances.
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Sec. 57-57. - Same—Continuing liability of insurance.

All policies of public liability insurance shall contain a provision for
continuing liability thereon up to the full amount thereof, notwithstanding
any recovery thereon.

Sec. 57-58. - Nonliability of city for pecuniary responsibility.

Neither the city nor any officer thereof shall be held liable for the
pecuniary responsibility or solvency of any certificate holder or insurer or in
any manner become liable on account of any act or omission relating to the
operation of a taxicab or vehicle for hire.

Secs. 57-59—57-74. - Reserved.
DIVISION 4. - VEHICLES

Sec. 57-75. - License required.

It shall be unlawful for any person to drive or to operate or to cause to
be driven or operated any taxicab upon or over any street in the city unless
there has been obtained for such taxicab and existing in full force and
effect a license duly issued by the taxicab inspector as provided in this
division.

Sec. 57-76. - Prerequisites to issuance of license.

Upon obtaining a certificate to operate a taxicab service in the city as
provided in this article, the holder shall make application to the taxicab
inspector for a license to be issued for each vehicle to be operated as a
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taxicab., -Fho—oshenbon ohol oo socopqpapins b e pecocliop oo o
fiteen-dolars{$15-00)-pervehicle-to-be-licensed: Prior to the issuance of a

license for a taxicab, thetaxicab-spector-shall-conduct-an-inspection—of
the—vehicle—to—determine—certificate _holder must provide documentation

demonstrating that # the vehicle complies with the requirements of this

article and the regulations promulgated pursuant thereto. inthe—eventa

Sec. 57-77. - Nontransferability of license.

No license issued under the terms of this division shall be transferred to
any other vehicle. No license shall be used for the operation of any vehicle
under the provisions of this division except for the vehicle for which the
license was issued. Each license shall be valid for so long as the vehicle
remains in service as a taxicab and complies with the continuing
requirements of this division and the regulations promulgated pursuant
thereto.

Sec. 57-78. - Posting license.

The license issued for the operation of a taxicab under the terms of this
division shall be posted within the taxicab in a conspicuous place.

Sec. 57-79. - Contents of license.

The license shall state the year in which the license is issued and the
name of the owner of the vehicle. It shall designate that the vehicle is a
"taxicab," shall state the make of the vehicle, the vehicle identification
number of the vehicle and current license number of the vehicle and shall
further state that the owner or operator of the vehicle has deposited with
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the city a certificate of insurance providing for the protection of the
passengers thereof and of the general public as provided for in this article,
and the license shall be signed by the taxicab inspector of the city. Persons
desiring to file complaints or comments concerning the operation or
condition of a taxicab may refer to the contents of the license to note
pertinent information and forward such complaints or comments to the
taxicab inspector at the address indicated on the license.




(a) A taxi must have a valid State of Texas registration sticker.

(b) An offense under this section shall be punishable by a fine of not less
than $250.00, nor more than the maximum amount established by law, for
each violation..

Sec. 57-82. - Operation of taxicabs.

No taxicab for which a license shall have been issued shall be operated
by anyone except a driver properly permitted to operate a taxicab under

this article, except for inspection and maintenance-purpeses-aspreseribed
in section 57-75.

Sec. 57-83. - Identification on taxicabs.
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(a) Every taxicab shall display, as provided by rule, consistent and
distinctive _signage at all times while being operated as a taxi. The
distinctive signage shall be sufficiently large and color contrasted (i) as to
be readable at a distance of at least 50 feet, and (ii) to identify a particular
vehicle associated with a particular Certificate holder. Acceptable forms of
distinctive _signage include, but are not limited to, symbols or signs on
vehicle doors, roofs, or grilles. Magnetic or other removable distinctive
signage is_acceptable. Certificate holders shall file an illustration of their
distinctive signage with the taxicab inspector for approval.

(b) A taxi shall display a consistent and distinctive emblem at all times
while being used to provide vehicle for hire transportation services. The
taxicab inspector is authorized to specify, by rule, the manner of display,

method of issuance, design and contents of such emblem.




(b) A certificate holder or driver shall not monitor the radio frequency of
another holder for the purpose of responding to a call for taxicab service
dispatched by the other holder's taxicab service.

Sec. 57-86. - Taxicab stands—Use relations.

Taxicab stands shall be occupied only by taxicabs having licenses in
good standing. Vehicles shall be in numbers in accordance with the
number of spaces designated at the respective locations. It shall be the
duty of the city to place signs bearing the number of spaces of each taxicab
stand. No vehicle other than a licensed taxicab shall be permitted to stop,
stand or park for any purpose in any designated and established taxicab
stand.
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Sec. 57-88. - Age of vehicle.

The certificate holder shall not allow a vehicle in his or her taxicab
service to be more than six{6) 7 years old at the time it is placed into
service, nor more than ten<{10) years old while it is maintained for service.
The age of the vehicle shall be calculated from January 1 of the model year
of the vehicle.

No vehicles which are more than ter—{10} years old, as calculated
above, may be used as taxicab vehicle.

Exceptions: (1) No vehicles modified with specialized access equipment
to service persons with disabilities which are more than fifteen (15) years
old, as calculated above, may be used as taxicab vehicle. Vehicles
modified with specialized access equipment to service persons with
disabilities which are more than ten (10) years old must pass an annual
physical and mechanical inspection at a location to be designated by the
taxi inspector. Vehicles modified with specialized access equipment to
service persons with disabilities which are more than ten (10) years old
must be approved by the taxi inspector.
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(2) Vehicles reqgistered as "Classic" which have valid State of Texas
reqistration sticker. Classic vehicles must be approved by the taxi

Inspector.
Secs. 57-89—57-95. - Reserved.

DIVISION 5. - DRIVERS

Sec. 57-96. - Taxicab-or vehicle for hire driver's permit required;
permit fee.

(a) Every person desiring to drive a taxicab or vehicle for hire in the city
shall apply for and obtain a taxicab—or vehicle for hire driver's permit
from the taxicab inspector. It shall be unlawful for any person holding a
certificate for the operation of a taxicab service in the city to permit any
person to drive a taxicab or vehicle for hire unless such person shall
have a driver's permit in good standing duly issued by the taxicab

inspector, with-the-exception-of inspection purposes-under section 57-
5.

(b) The fee for an original, renewal or transfer taxicab or vehicle for hire
driver's permit is a nonrefundable fifty dollars ($50.00) and shall be paid
at the time the permit application is filed with the taxicab inspector. The
fee for a replacement permit is twenty dollars ($20.00).

Sec. 57-97. - Application for taxicab or vehicle for hire driver's permit.

(a) To obtain a city taxicab or vehicle for hire driver's permit, each person
shall make a sworn written application to the taxicab inspector, which
application shall be made upon the form provided and shall contain the
following information:

(1) The name, age and address of applicant.

(2) The name of the business or person by whom the applicant expects
to be or is contracted with.
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(3) The applicant's place of residence for the past five (5) years.
Applicant must be a resident of Corpus Christi, Nueces County or
the contiguous counties bordering Nueces County for three (3)
months.

(4) A full description of the applicant, including his height, weight, color
of eyes and hair, distinguishing body features or marks, a full set of
applicant's fingerprints and four (4) current passport photos of
applicant. Taxi inspector shall have the authority to determine
acceptable photographs.

(5) Whether applicant has had experience driving a taxicab or vehicle
for hire or in a related type of work.

(6) Whether applicant has ever been convicted of or charged with a
felony or misdemeanor and, if so, full information concerning the
same. Whether applicant has been convicted of or charged within
the past three (3) years of a traffic law violation and, if so, full
information concerning the same. The applicant shall execute a
release authorizing law enforcement agencies, to the extent lawful,
to furnish all his criminal history information record to the taxicab
inspector, and authorizing release by the taxicab inspector to the
prospective taxicab or vehicle for hire company. The taxicab
inspector may establish the reasonable time periods for which
different kinds of criminal history information is required to be
furnished.

(8) The number and date of issuance of applicant's Texas Class A, B or
C license.




Sec. 57-98. - Decision of taxicab inspector.

(a) The taxicab inspector shall investigate or cause to be investigated the
character, experience, and qualifications of the applicant for a taxicab or
vehicle for hire driver's permit in order to determine the applicant's
fitness to operate a taxicab or vehicle for hire consistent with the public
safety and welfare.

(b) The taxicab inspector shall determine that all provisions of this division
have been complied with, and shall consider whether issuance of a
permit would constitute an unreasonable risk to the public safety and
welfare.

(c) The taxicab inspector shall consider whether the applicant has been
guilty of a criminal act directly related to the occupation of taxicab or
vehicle for hire driver. In determining whether the criminal act directly
relates to said occupation, the taxicab inspector shall consider:

(1) The nature and seriousness of the crime;

(2) The relationship of the crime to the purpose of requiring a taxicab or
vehicle for hire driver permit, for example, the following are deemed
to have such a relationship because of danger to passengers and
the property and potential for criminal activities enhanced by the
large number of citizen contacts:

a.

® oo o

f.

Theft and other crimes of dishonesty,
Assaultive crimes,

Solicitation of prostitution,

Sexual abuse crimes,

Crimes of alcohol or drug abuse,
Traffic offenses;

(3) The extent to which the permit might offer an opportunity to engage
in further criminal activity of the same type;

(4) The extent and nature of the past criminal activity;
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(5) The age of the applicant when the crime was committed;

(6) The amount of time elapsed since the applicant's last criminal
activity;

(7) The conduct and work activity of the person prior to and following
the criminal activity;

(8) Evidence of rehabilitation efforts;

(9) Other evidence of personal fithess submitted by the applicant such
as recommendations from prosecution, law enforcement,
correctional officers.

(10) Taxicab inspector may take into consideration previously
documented complaints against a current driver seeking renewal or
transfer of driver's permit and any arrests, charges or convictions of
violations of the taxicab code under chapter 57 of the Municipal
Code or the supplemental regulations for taxicabs at the Corpus
Christi International Airport for any applicant seeking new, renewal
or transfer of permit.

(d) Upon receipt of a release executed by the applicant, the police
department shall furnish to the taxicab inspector all the applicant's
criminal history information records lawfully available to the department
for licensing purposes. Said information shall be kept completely
confidential by the taxicab inspector, except to the extent lawful, it may
be provided to the applicant upon his request, it may be introduced in
evidence in a proceeding in which the applicant contests denial of a
permit, and it may be shown to the prospective taxicab or vehicle for
hire company in accordance with the applicant's release. Such
information shall be used by the taxicab inspector for the sole purpose
of determining the applicant's fitness.

(e) It is the duty of every certificate holder to screen its drivers. While it is
the intent of the city in its permitting process to provide protection to the
public generally by exercise of police power, such exercise shall not
relieve a certificate holder from its duty to determine the fitness of its
drivers, and no certificate holder shall rely on the city taxicab driver's
permit to excuse it from said duty. The continued contracted driver
relationship by a certificate holder of, or contractual agreement with,
any person as a driver whose record as a criminal or as a driver of
motor vehicles as reflected by official court and police department
records shows a lack of mental, emotional or temperamental capacity to
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be a safe and reliable driver will be taken into consideration by the city
when requested to grant or renew a certificate.

Sec. 57-100. - Identification cards.

After the applicant has complied with all requirements of the provisions
of this article and a permit has been issued, he shall receive two{2} 1
identification cards, ene-{1)}-of which shall contain the full view photograph
of the applicant; and police identification number,—and-further—such-card

The identification card will be posted in full view in the passenger
compartment of the taxicab which the applicant may be operating, and

appheaméaeh—eapd—shau—be eamed—or worn with a cI|p on the person of

the applicant and presented for identification purposes on demand of any
passenger, the taxicab inspector or any police officer of the city.
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Sec. 57-101. - Appeal from issuance or denial of taxicab or vehicle for
hire driver's permit.

After the taxicab inspector has made his decision, either the applicant
for the driver's permit or any citizen of the city shall have the right to appeal
to the city manager or his designee within ten (10) business days, which
appeal shall be perfected by delivering, in writing, a statement that an
appeal from the decision of the taxicab inspector is desired. The city
manager or his designate will then, within a period of not more than fifteen
(15) business days after receiving such notice of appeal, grant a hearing
thereon and after the hearing of the appeal the city manager or his
designee shall, within a period of five (5) business days, sustain or reverse
the decision of the taxicab inspector. If no appeal is taken from the findings
made by the taxicab inspector within the time provided above, the decision
of the taxicab inspector shall be final.

Sec. 57-102. - Driver registration files.

A registration file shall be kept and maintained on each person to whom
a driver's permit has been issued. The file shall contain all information
furnished by the applicant under this division and all other facts and data
supplied by investigation, including without limitation fingerprints, personal
history, police or criminal record, character, experience, qualifications and
such other matters considered consistent with and pertinent to a showing
whether the driver is fit to operate a taxicab or vehicle for hire within the city
In @ manner consistent with the welfare of the citizens.

The file of any taxicab or vehicle for hire driver may be inspected at the
office of the taxicab inspector by such driver at all reasonable times and
may be examined by any holder of a taxicab certificate upon showing that
the driver has applied to the certificate holder as a contract driver. Every
application for a driver's permit as a taxicab or vehicle for hire driver under
provisions of this division shall execute an agreement and waiver in writing,
at the time of filing the application, by which the applicant authorizes the
taxicab inspector to permit a certificate holder to make such examination in
good faith to determine whether, in the judgment of the prospective
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certificate holder, the driver should be contracted to drive taxicabs or a
vehicle for hire in the city.

Sec. 57-103. - Duration and renewal of driver's permit.

The taxicab or vehicle for hire driver's permit, when issued, shall not be
transferable and same shall be valid for a period of twenty-four (24) months
and shall expire automatically unless renewed. No renewal shall be issued
thirty (30) days after a permit has expired. No renewal of any taxicab or
vehicle for hire driver's permit shall be issued unless and until the applicant
for renewal has completed a renewal application and met the requirements
of section 57-97(a)(1)—(6), (8) and (9); shall have shown proof of
satisfactory completion of a certified defensive driving course within the
two-year period immediately prior to the application for renewal; has
provided a medical certificate dated within the past forty-eight (48) months
that meets the medical requirements of section 57-97(a)(7); and provided
further, that the applicant must have maintained a satisfactory driving
record according to standards established by the taxicab inspector. All of
the above requirements of section 57-103 and any violations of this article,
article Il or llIA shall be taken into consideration before a approval of a
renewal application is granted.

Sec. 57-104. - Suspension or revocation of taxicabs or vehicle for hire
driver's permit.

Any taxicab or vehicle for hire driver's permit may be either suspended
for any period of time not to exceed thirty (30) days or revoked by the
taxicab inspector if the holder of such permit violates any of the provisions
of this division, article Ill or article IIIA. Material misrepresentations on the
driver's application are grounds for revocation. Such permit may also be
revoked or suspended if the holder of the permit is guilty of a crime or traffic
offense directly related to the holder's fithess to continue as a taxicab
driver. Every suspension or revocation of the permit shall be dated and in
writing and state the reason for such suspension or revocation. Such notice
shall immediately be sent to the holder of such permit to the address shown
on the identification card. Such order of suspension or revocation shall be
effective as of the date of sending such notice; provided, however, that the

27



person whose permit has been suspended or revoked may, within five (5)
business days after the date of sending such notice, appeal to the city
manager or his designee for reinstatement by a request in writing for such
relief. The city manager or his designee shall set a date not later than
fifteen (15) business days following receipt of the notice of appeal for a
hearing and after such hearing shall either sustain, reverse, or modify the
order of the taxicab inspector. If no appeal is taken within the time and by
the method hereby provided, then the order of suspension or revocation by
the taxicab inspector shall be final.
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Sec. 57-106. - Length of time driver may operate taxicab.

It shall be unlawful for a driver of any taxicab to drive the same
continuously for more than twelve (12) hours, and no owner of any taxicab
shall permit any driver of any taxicab to be continuously on duty, as a
driver, for a greater period than twelve (12) hours within any twenty-four-
hour period.

Sec. 57-107. - Use of alcoholic beverages or controlled substances.

It shall be unlawful for any taxicab driver to consume any alcoholic
beverages or use any form of controlled substances while on duty as a
taxicab driver. This is to include prescription drugs prescribed to the driver
that may affect his ability to drive and those illegal smoking products and
related paraphernalia outlined in section 33-124 of the City Code.

If a cab company requests random drug/alcohol test of an contract
driver or requests drug/alcohol test due to a traffic accident or contract
driver injury and driver refuses the test, the cab company will report refusal
immediately to the taxi inspector and refusal will result in automatic
suspension of driver's permit.

If a cab company requests random drug/alcohol test of an contract
driver or requests drug/alcohol test due to a traffic accident or contract
driver injury and driver refuses the test, the cab company will report refusal
immediately to the taxi inspector and refusal will result in automatic
suspension of driver's permit.
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Sec. 57-108. - Notification of change of address of drivers.

Every person operating any taxicab shall keep the taxicab inspector
informed by written notice of any change of address of such driver.

Sec. 57-109. - Most direct route to be used.

Any driver of a taxicab contracted to carry passengers to a definite point
shall take the most direct route possible that will carry the passengers
safely and expeditiously to their destination.

Sec. 57-111. - Parking restrictions.

No taxicab shall be parked in a residential section of the city awaiting
calls between 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.

Sec. 57-112. - Consent by passenger to carrying other passengers.

It shall be unlawful for any taxicab driver to carry any person other than
the passenger by whom he is engaged without the consent of such
passenger.

30



Sec. 57-113. - Soliciting for passengers.

No person shall solicit patronage or call attention to a taxicab in a loud
or annoying tone of voice or by sign or in any manner annoy any person or
obstruct the movement of any person or follow any person for the purpose
of soliciting patronage.

Sec. 57-114. - Aiding prostitution.

It shall be unlawful for any driver of a taxicab to knowingly transport any
passenger to the abode of a prostitute or knowingly to transport any
criminal, narcotic peddler, prostitution bootlegger in the commission of a
crime or infraction of the law in any manner, or act in any manner as a
panderer or pimp for prostitutes, or a contact for unlawful establishments of
any character. Violations of this section shall be brought to the attention of
the respective certificate holder that the taxicab is contracted with or
employed by. Repeated occurrences, by the same or other drivers of the
certificate holder may be grounds for suspension or revocation of the
certificate holder's certificate or the permitted driver's permit or both.
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Secs. 57-116—57-126. - Reserved.
DIVISION 6. - TAXIMETERS; FARES

Sec. 57-127. - Taximeters defined.

For the purpose of this article the word "taximeter" shall be construed to
mean a mechanical instrument or device by which the charge for hire of a
taxicab is mechanically calculated for distance, travel and waiting time, if
any, under which such charges shall be indicated by clear, legible figures,
which mechanism is placed in operation by throwing or switching from
nonearning to earning position.
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Sec. 57-132. - Location and illumination of taximeters.

All taximeters shall be placed in such a position in the taxicab so that
the face thereof and the fare numerals may be easily seen and read by a
passenger sitting in any part of the taxicab. Every taximeter used between
sunset and sunrise shall have the face thereof illuminated by a light so
arranged as to throw a continuous light thereon.

Sec. 57-133. - Defective taximeters prohibited.

The operation of any taxicab with a taximeter which is defective or
which does not properly and accurately compute and register on its face
the charge for distance traveled or waiting time of a taxicab shall constitute
a violation of this article.

Sec. 57-134. - Type and design of taximeter.
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No taximeter shall be used on any taxicab the type and design of which
have not been approved by the taxicab inspector. Prior to the installation of
a taximeter, the owner or operator of the taxicab shall submit the type and
design of taximeter to the taxicab inspector. If the taximeter is capable of
properly and accurately computing and registering on its face the charge
for the distance traveled by and the waiting time of the taxicab, the taxicab
inspector shall approve the taximeter.

Sec. 57-135. - Fares—Amounts.




(a) Metered Rate. Prior to charging a metered rate for a taxicab fare

originating and ending within the city limits of the City of Corpus Christi,
metered rates must be filed by the certificate holder with the taxi inspector
and clearly posted in the taxicab. The metered rate filed with the taxi
inspector shall establish the maximum amount to be charged for the first
one-fifth (1/5) mile or less, and an additional charge for each succeeding
one-fifth (1/5) mile or fraction thereof.

Such rate may include a minimum charge and drop fee, if such fee has
been filed by the certificate holder with the taxi inspector and clearly posted
in the taxicab.

An hour waiting time or traffic delay time may be charged if such fee has
been filed by the certificate holder with the taxi inspector and clearly posted
in the taxicab.
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A minimum fare may be established for taxi fares originating in the area
east of the Intercoastal Causeway Bridge on Interstate 358 or west of the
Clarkwood Road and Interstate 37 intersection, if such fee has been filed
by the certificate holder with the taxi inspector and clearly posted in the
taxicab.

(b) Minute Rate - Where a metered or flat rate is not charged, an alternative
minute rate may be imposed. Prior to charging a minute rate for a taxicab
fare originating _and ending within the city limits of the City of Corpus
Christi, minute rates must be filed by the certificate _holder with the taxi
inspector and clearly posted in the taxicab. The metered rate filed with the
taxi_inspector shall establish the maximum amount to be charged per
minute.

(c) Flat Rate — Where a metered or minute rate is not charged, an
alternative flat rate for taxicab fares may be imposed for trips originating
and ending within geographic zones | through VIII of the Corpus Christi Flat
Rate Zone Map. The alterative flat rate can be increased per zone crossed
for trips originating and ending in a different zone. To impose an alternative
flat rate, a flat rate fee schedule must be filed by the certificate holder with
the taxi inspector. Additionally, a copy of the Corpus Christi Flat Rate Zone
Map must be posted in the taxicab along with the flat fee rate schedule. A
copy of the Corpus Christi Flat Rate Zone Map may be provided by the taxi
inspector and shall remain on file for public inspection in the office of the
city secretary.

Zone Corpus Christi Flat Rate Zones

Island
Flour Bluff
Southside
Central

Downtown
Airport

I<l|I<||=Z|I=]1
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VII Calallen

(d) A cancelation fee may be charged where a passenger cancels after
booking, if such fee has been filed by the certificate holder with the taxi
inspector_and posted on the website used by the certificate holder and
communicated to the passenger at booking.

Sec. 57-136. - Same—Charging or collecting excess fares.

It shall be unlawful for any driver or operator to charge or demand

payment of any fares in excess of the fares preseribed-by-the-council. filed

with the taxi inspector. All fares filed with the taxicab office must be posted
in the taxicab.

Sec. 57-137. - Same—Refusal to convey; refusal to transport
passenger at specified rate.

It shall be unlawful for any driver of any taxicab to refuse to board and
convey a passenger on a basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin,
age, or disability, including a driver's refusal to board and convey any
service animal or medical equipment utilized in conjunction with a
passenger's disability. It shall be unlawful for any driver of any taxicab to
refuse to board and convey a passenger at the rates authorized by this
article. It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under this subsection that
the driver advised the passenger of the fare or estimated fare to the
passenger's destination, and the passenger advised that he did not have
the means to pay the fare.

Sec. 57-138. - Same—Refusal to pay legal fare.

It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to pay the legal fare of any
of the vehicles mentioned in this article after having hired the same, and
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any person who shall hire any such vehicle with the intent to defraud the
person from whom it is hired shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

Sec. 57-139. - Same—Display of rate schedule in taxicab.

There shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the inside of each
licensed taxicab, in addition to the license issued to the licensee required
by this article, a card showing the rates charged.

Sec. 57-140. - Same—Receipts.

It shall be unlawful for the driver of any taxicab upon receiving full
payment of a fare to refuse to give a receipt upon the request of any
passenger making such payment.
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ARTICLE IlIA. - LIMOUSINE AND SIGHTSEEING SERVICE

Sec. 57-164. - Definitions.

For the purposes of this article:

(a) Limousine service means the luxurious, prearranged transportation
by chauffeur-driven vehicle-limousine of one (1) or more persons
from or to a location within the city limits not upon a schedule or
over a fixed route. It shall not include taxicab service, airport
limousine service or transportation provided in relation to funeral
services.

(b) Limousine means:

(1) A sedan-type luxury motor vehicle with a passenqger capacity of
five or six persons (including the driver), which vehicle is either less
than or equal to seven years of age:

(2) An extended-body type motor vehicle with a passenger capacity
of no more than 15 persons (including the driver), which is modified
to_extend its original factory wheelbase by 40 inches or more in
conformity with Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard requirements

(3) A vehicle that is classified in the United States Environmental
Protection Agency's annual Fuel Economy Guide as a sport utility
vehicle that: (i) has a passenger capacity of not less than five persons
nor _more than nine persons, including the driver; (i) has a
manufacturer's suggested base retail selling price of not less than
$37,600.00, adjusted annually based upon Consumer Price Index
(CPI-U), All Urban Consumers, U.S. City Average, New Trucks, as
published by the U.S. Department of Labor, excluding the cost of any
manufacturer installed options or of any modifications or conversions
that were made by other persons following the original assembly of
the vehicle by the manufacturer. The adjustment shall be based upon
the not seasonally adjusted data for the month of August and shall be
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effective November 1st: and (iii) is either less than or equal to seven
years of age;

(4) A passenger van with a passenger capacity of nine to 15 persons
(including the driver), which vehicle is less than or equal to ten years

of age.

(b) Sightseeing service means conveying any person or persons in any
vehicle, including horse-drawn carriages, for predetermined periods
of time or between fixed points for the purpose of displaying the
various natural and manmade points of interest and the economic
and cultural institutions of the Corpus Christi area within the city or
from locations within the city to locations outside the city, and shall
not include the basic provisions of taxicab service or airport
limousine service or charter bus service. Sightseeing service
defined herein shall refer to transportation provided in vehicles
owned by the permit holder.

Sec. 57-165. - Operator permit — Required.

It shall be unlawful for any person, as owner or agent, to be engaged in
the business of providing limousine or sightseeing service within the city or
from locations within the city to locations outside the city, unless the owner
of the business holds a current limousine or sightseeing permit issued
pursuant to this article.

Sec. 57-166. - Same—Application; fee.

(a) Every person desiring to engage in the business of operating any
limousine or sightseeing service shall make application, in writing, to the
city manager or his designated representative on a form provided for
that purpose for a permit to engage in the business specified. Such
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application shall contain the name, address and telephone number of
the true owner of the business and the number, types and seating
capacity of each vehicle to be operated; shall be sworn to by the
applicant; and shall be accompanied by an application and permit fee of
two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00).

(b) The city manager or his designated representative shall issue a permit
to all applicants complying with the provisions of this article and shall
issue a permit for the operation of all vehicles complying with the
requirements of this article. No permit shall be issued unless every
vehicle proposed to be used complies with the following minimum
requirements:

(1) Each vehicle shall comply with all the safety requirements imposed
by all state, federal or local laws applicable to the vehicle involved.

(2) The owner shall have rendered each vehicle for which a permit is
sought for ad valorem taxation and shall have paid all delinquent tax
charges owing the city upon every such vehicle.

(c) No limousine or sightseeing operator permit holder shall be issued, nor
shall such permit be valid after issuance, unless the applicant or the
holder of the permit is at all times insured by a comprehensive business
auto policy to include collision, uninsured motorists and personal injury
protection coverage for each vehicle with minimum limits of one
hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) to any claimant for bodily injury
arising out of a single occurrence, three hundred thousand dollars
($300,000.00) for any number of claims arising out of a single
occurrence, and fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00) to any claimant for
any number of claims for damage to or destruction of property. Each
insurance policy shall require that the insurer notify the city at least ten
(10) days before any cancellation, material change, or intent not to
renew by either the insurer or the insured. Cancellation of a certificate
holder's or owner's insurance without an approved replacement policy
in place at the time cancellation automatically suspends the operations
of the vehicle for hire company.

(d) The taxicab inspector shall inspect every limousine or sightseeing
vehicle to be operated as limousine or sightseeing service at least once
a year for the purpose of determining whether such vehicle is in a safe
condition to be operated as a limousine or sightseeing vehicle. The
holder of a limousine or sightseeing service permit shall submit such
limousine or sightseeing vehicle to the taxicab inspector for inspection

41



at the time and place specified by the inspector in accordance with
provisions and fees for the inspection of taxicabs in section 57-80. The
operator of a limousine or sightseeing service and limousine or
sightseeing vehicle is responsible for the safe condition and operation
of said vehicles and the city, by establishing this permit system, in no
way assumes any duty or liability for the safety of said vehicle.

(e) Every person driving a limousine or sightseeing vehicle in the city must
have applied for and obtained a limousine or sightseeing driver's permit
from the taxicab inspector. It shall be unlawful for any permitted
limousine or sightseeing service operator in the city to permit any
person to drive a limousine or sightseeing vehicle unless such person
shall have a valid driver's permit duly issued by the taxicab inspector in
accordance with this chapter.

Sec. 57-167. - Charge-forregulationand-use-of streets-Permit Fee;

payments.

(a) In addition to all other charges and payments, each person maintaining
and operating a limousine or sightseeing service as described herein
shall pay to the city each six (6) months the sum of two hundred dollars
($200.00) times the number of vehicles to be operated as identified in
the permit application for the expense of regulating the activities of such
service and as a street-use permit fee.

(b) The semiannual fee for the first six (6) calendar months of each year
shall be paid on or before January 10 and for the second six (6)
calendar months of each year shall be paid on or before July 10. A late
fee of twenty (20) per cent will be applied to late payments made after
January 10 and July 10.

(c) Such payments shall be in addition to all ad valorem taxes upon the
value of the property of the person operating such vehicles, and in
addition to all lawful occupation taxes imposed upon the occupation or
calling of the entity operating such vehicle.

(d) If a limousine service experience’s peak demand periods requiring more
vehicles than are designated in its permit agreement or certificate of
operation, the holder may request supplemental vehicles by submitting a
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written application for a supplemental operating permit, along with proof of
insurance, which shall state the reason why supplemental vehicles are
needed and identify the vehicles to be used. Supplemental vehicles
authorized by a supplemental operating permit:

(1) Must comply with the vehicle requirements of this chapter:

(2) Must comply with the insurance requirements of this chapter:

(3) Vehicles that are utilizing a supplemental permit are exempt from
any vehicle ownership requirements, but must comply with all other
requirements of this chapter:

(4) The applicant must pay the supplemental operating permit fee of
ten dollars ($10.00) per day in advance of the use of said
supplemental permit;

(5) A limousine service that utilizes a supplemental vehicle that is not
in compliance with section 57-167 of this chapter shall be in violation
of section 57-165 of this chapter:

(6) A limousine service or the operating permit holder that has been
convicted of or it's permit suspended for a violation of section 57-
167(d) shall no longer be authorized the use of supplemental
operating permits.

Sec. 57-168. - Service standards.

The permit holder shall provide and maintain modern efficient service
during the life of the permit and failure to provide and maintain such
efficient service shall be grounds for forfeiture of the permit herein granted.
Said permit is granted for a five-year period. No assignment of a permit
shall become effective unless said assignment is approved by the city
manager or his designated representative in writing.

Sec. 57-169. - Special regulations for horse-drawn carriages.
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Any sightseeing permit issued pursuant to this article involving the use
of horse-drawn carriages as a means of conveyance shall include
regulations promulgated by the city manager, or his designated
representative, relating to the following:

(a) Limitations on the specific streets which may be utilized by horse-
drawn carriages and the hours of operations allowed.

(b) Safety requirements pertaining to reflectors, warning devices and
other safety equipment used on the vehicles, and the types and
design of wheels and horse shoes which may be utilized.

(c) Sanitation procedures to ensure the cleanliness of streets and public
ways and the proper disposal of waste.

(d) Health regulations safeguarding the care, feeding and watering of
the horses or other draft animals employed by the operator.

(e) Additional insurance requirements supplementing the minimum
limits for automobile and general liability insurance required for
limousine and sightseeing operations generally.

(f)  Any other rules, regulations or procedures which the city manager, or
his designated representative, deems necessary to maintain adequate
safeguards for the operation of horse-drawn carriages on the public streets
not inconsistent with this section.
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ARTICLE VI. - TRANSPORTATION NETWORK COMPANIES
Sec. 57--281. - Scope.

The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to transportation which
qualifies as ridesharing.

Sec. 57-282. - Definitions.

Compensation means any money, thing of value, payment,
consideration, reward, tip, donation, gratuity, or profit paid to, accepted, or
received by the driver or owner of any vehicle providing transportation for a
person; whether paid upon solicitation, demand or contract, or voluntarily,
or intended as a gratuity or donation. Reimbursement for the following is
not compensation:

(1) Tolls;

(2) Vehicle operating costs in an amount that is equal to or less than
the most current privately-owned vehicle mileage reimbursement
rates established by the U.S. General Services Administration; and

(3) Parking costs at the shared destination.

Operation of a transportation network vehicle or operating a
transportation network vehicle means offering, making available, or using a
transportation network vehicle to provide a transportation network service,
including any time when a driver is logged onto the transportation network
company's internet-enabled application or digital platform showing that the
driver is available to pick up passengers; when a passenger is in the
vehicle; when the company's dispatch records show that the vehicle is
dispatched; or when the driver has accepted a dispatch and is enroute to
provide transportation network service to a passenger.

Permit means a transportation network company permit.

Ridesharing, when describing conduct, means the travelling of two or
more persons by any mode of private passenger vehicle, including, but not
limited to, carpooling, vanpooling, buspooling, to any location incidental to
another purpose of the driver, for which compensation is not accepted,
collected, encouraged, promoted, or requested.
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Transportation network permittee or permittee means the holder of, or a
person that is required to hold, a current valid transportation network
company permit issued pursuant to this chapter.

Transportation network driver means an individual affiliated with a
transportation network company transporting passengers for compensation
using a transportation network vehicle.

Transportation network company or TNC means a person that offers or
provides a transportation network service.

Transportation network service or service means a prearranged
transportation service offered or provided for compensation using an
internet-enabled application or digital platform to send or transmit an
electronic, radio or telephonic communication through the use of a portable
or handheld device, monitor, smartphone, or other electronic device or unit
that indicates the location of the passenger which information is then
relayed by electronic, radio, or data communication of any type to a
transportation network driver operating a transportation network vehicle.

Transportation network vehicle means any private passenger motor
vehicle used to provide transportation network services. Specifically
excluded from this definition are:

(1) Venhicles used in connection with any phase of a funeral or funeral
service;

(2) Taxicabs, pedicabs, sightseeing and charter vehicles, limousines,
and shuttles, permitted and licensed by the city; and

(3) Vehicles operating under a contract with the city.

Vehicle for hire driver's permit means a current and valid vehicle for hire
driver's permit issued pursuant to division 5 of article Il of this chapter.

Sec. 57-283. - Transportation network company permit required.

(a) No person shall operate a transportation network company in the city
without a permit issued pursuant to this article.

(b) It shall be unlawful for any TNC permitted, licensed, or authorized by
another jurisdiction to initiate transportation network service within the
corporate boundaries of the city without a permit issued pursuant to this
article; provided however, a transportation network vehicle operated by
a driver affiliated with a TNC permitted, licensed, or authorized by or in
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another jurisdiction may come into the city to discharge a passenger
whose trip originated outside of the city.

Sec. 57-284. - Transportation network company permit fee.

(a) The fee imposed for a permit issued pursuant to this article shall be in
an amount equal to 2% of the annual gross receipts for the operation of
each transportation network vehicle operated by each permittee.

(b) The fee provided in subsection (a) of this section shall be paid to the
city on a quarterly basis on or before the 10" day following the close of
the calendar month for which the quarterly payment is calculated.

(c) The initial payment shall cover the period beginning from the date the
permit was issued to the permittee. Upon the submission of each
quarterly payment, the permittee shall file with the taxicab inspector a
financial report itemizing the components of the permittee's gross
receipts for the payment period. All permittees shall utilize any forms
promulgated by the taxicab inspector for the submission of the required
financial reports and shall submit the financial reports in accordance
with any instructions, rules, or regulations promulgated by the taxicab
inspector.

(d) Upon 10 days' notice to the permittee, the taxicab inspector shall have
the right to inspect the permittee's records the taxicab inspector deems
necessary and appropriate to determine that the permittee is in
compliance with the requirements of this section.

(e) The fees established in this section shall be payable in addition to any
other applicable fees imposed by this Code or other ordinances of the
city.

Sec. 57-285. - Transportation network permit term.

(a) Permits shall be issued for a term of 1 year. Permittees desiring to have
reissuance of their permit shall, at least 30 days prior to the expiration
of the permit, file with the taxicab inspector a written application for a
renewal of their permit. Except as otherwise expressly stated, renewals
shall be subject to the same requirements set forth in this article for
iIssuance of new permits.
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(b) A permit is specific to the permittee to whom it is issued and may not be
transferred or otherwise assigned. Any change of ownership,
partnership interests, corporate officer or director as shown on the
permit application shall render a permit void, unless an application for
an amendment is filed within ten days following the effective date of the
change. The taxicab inspector shall promulgate procedures for the
processing of amendments and may suspend the permit pending the
completion of the processing if any additional person who has acquired
an interest in the business is determined to have been convicted of an
offense listed in section 57-29 (1)(d) of this Code.

(c) Each permit is nonexclusive, and no limits or restrictions shall exist
upon the number of transportation network vehicles that may be
operated provided that each must be operated pursuant to a permit and
in accordance with all applicable requirements of this article.

Sec. 57-286. - Transportation network company permit—Application.

(a) An application for a permit shall be submitted on forms to be furnished
by the taxicab inspector, and the applicant shall furnish the following
information with each application, which shall be sworn to before a
notary public or conform to minimum state law requirements for
unsworn declarations:

(1) The name and form of business under which the service will be
operated (If a partnership or corporation, a copy of the partnership
agreement or articles of incorporation must be attached.);

(2) The name, phone number, mailing address, and street address (if
different from the mailing address) of the applicant's agent for
service of legal process (which information the applicant shall keep
current);

(3) A schedule showing the model, manufacturer model year date, type,
make, vehicle identification number, license plate number, and
mileage of each motor vehicle, and a statement as to the legal
ownership of each vehicle proposed to be placed into operation as a
transportation network vehicle;

(4) Proof of current coverage of insurance as required in section 57-288
of this Code;
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(5) A general description of the means and methodology used to charge
passengers for vehicle for hire transportation services rendered,;

(6) The proposed schedule of fares, rates, or other compensation to be
charged by the applicant; and

(7) Any additional information as requested by the taxicab inspector.

(b) If the applicant is a partnership or association, the partners or
associates, or if the applicant is a corporation, each person who is
either an officer or director shall be required to join in filing the
application and all of the herein set forth provisions and requirements
applicable to individual applicants shall apply to and be required of each
such partner, associate, officer or director. Failure of any of the persons
heretofore mentioned to meet such requirements shall be grounds to
deny the application of the partnership, association or corporation.

Sec. 57-287. - Transportation network company permit—Qualifications
for permit.

(a) The taxicab inspector shall initially review each application for the
Issuance or amendment of a permit to determine whether the
application is complete. If not, he shall return the application to the
applicant with a statement of deficiencies.

(b) The taxicab inspector shall review complete applications to determine
whether the applicant has met all applicable requirements of this
chapter and Code. In determining whether an applicant is qualified for a
permit, or the renewal thereof, the taxicab inspector shall take into
consideration whether:

(1) The application was filed with no material inaccuracies or omissions,
provided that if the application as originally filed was substantially
complete and in proper form, the taxicab inspector shall allow an
applicant a reasonable opportunity to correct any minor inaccuracies
or omissions if that can be accomplished without delaying the
processing of applications;

(2) The applicant and its principals are in compliance with the criminal
history provisions of section 57-29 (1) (d) of this Code;

(3) The applicant is in compliance with all applicable city, State of
Texas, and federal laws; and
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(4) The applicant is in compliance with any other applicable requirement
of this Code and other laws.

(c) The taxicab inspector shall issue the permit if all applicable
requirements of this chapter and Code have been met. If the taxicab
inspector approves the permit, issuance shall be subject to compliance
with this article, including, but not limited to, payment of any required
fees, inspection of vehicles to be utilized, and submission of proof of
insurance. A permit does not entitle the permittee to act as the driver of
covered vehicles. A separate vehicle for hire driver's permit is required
for that purpose as provided in section 57-290 of this Code.

(d) Applicants who are determined to be unqualified shall be notified of the
grounds asserted for that determination and may make a written
demand upon the taxicab inspector for a hearing within ten days of
receipt of notice that it is unqualified to receive a permit. The taxicab
inspector shall conduct a hearing within 15 business days of receipt of a
timely written demand for a hearing. If at such a hearing the applicant
establishes through competent evidence that the determination that the
applicant was unqualified to receive a permit was based upon incorrect
findings, the taxicab inspector shall issue the permit. If at such a
hearing the determination was found to have been based upon correct
findings, the determination shall become final.

Sec. 57-288. - Transportation network company permit—Insurance
required.

(a) Every permittee and transportation network driver shall comply with all
applicable insurance requirements mandated by federal, State of
Texas, and city laws, including those articulated in Chapter 1954 of the
Texas Insurance Code.

Sec. 57-289. - Service charges and fare rates.

All permittees shall display their fare rate and provide a fare rate
estimator on the website, internet-enabled application, or digital platform
used by the permittee to connect drivers and passengers.
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Sec. 57-290. - Transportation network drivers—vehicle for hire driver's
permit required.

It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a transportation network
vehicle without a vehicle for hire driver's permit issued pursuant to division
5 of article Il of this chapter.

Sec. 57-291. - Transportation network driver hours of operation; duty
to transport within the corporate limits.

(a) A transportation network driver shall not drive for more than 12 hours in
any consecutive 24-hour period and a permittee shall not permit or
cause a transportation network driver to drive a transportation network
vehicle more than 12 hours in any consecutive 24-hour period.

(b) A transportation network driver shall not refuse to transport a person to
a requested destination located within the corporate limits of the city.

Sec. 57-292. - Transportation network vehicles—Vehicle ownership
and standards.

(@) No person shall operate or cause to be operated any transportation
network vehicle in the city unless and until the vehicle meets all the
terms and conditions of this article.

(b) No permittee shall own or lease or provide financing for the ownership
or leasing of any transportation network vehicle.

(c) In addition to all other applicable legal requirements, it shall be unlawful
for any person to operate or cause to be operated any transportation
network vehicle unless the vehicle:

(1) Has at least 2 doors and meets applicable Federal Motor Vehicle
Safety Standards for vehicles of its size, type, and proposed use;
and

(2) Is a coupe, sedan, or light-duty vehicle, including a van, minivan,
sport utility vehicle, pickup truck, hatchback or convertible.

(d) No vehicle permitted or subject to a certificate of registration and
operated as vehicle for hire pursuant to articles Il through V of this
chapter shall be operated as a transportation network vehicle.
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(e) The permittee and the permittee's driver shall be jointly and severally
liable if the permittee causes or permits the transportation network
driver to use a vehicle that does not meet the requirements for a
transportation network vehicle.

Sec. 57-293. - Transportation network vehicles—Age and mechanical
condition.

(a) In addition to the provisions of section 57-294 of this Code, no
transportation network driver or permittee shall drive or cause to be
driven upon the streets of the city any transportation network vehicle
that is more than 7 years old. For purposes of this requirement, a
transportation network vehicle will be considered to be 7 years old on
July 31st of the 7™ year following the manufacturer's model year of the
vehicle, regardless of the purchase date or the date it was originally
placed into service.

(b) A transportation network driver or permittee may drive or cause to be
driven, a transportation network vehicle for an additional 3 year period
beyond the age limitations described in subsection (a), if the
transportation network driver or permittee submits the vehicle for
inspection each year at a location authorized and identified by the
director prior to the expiration of the permit issued authorizing the
operation of the transportation network vehicle.
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(a) A transportation network vehicle must have a valid State of Texas

reqistration sticker.
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(b) An offense under this section shall be punishable by a fine of not less
than $250.00, nor more than the maximum amount established by law, for
each violation..

Sec. 57-295. - Transportation network vehicles—Distinctive signage or
emblem.

(a) In addition to the certification decal issued pursuant to section 57-
294(b) of this Code, a transportation network vehicle shall display, as
provided by rule, consistent and distinctive signage at all times while
being operated as a transportation network vehicle. The distinctive
signage shall be sufficiently large and color contrasted (i) as to be
readable at a distance of at least 50 feet, and (ii) to identify a particular
vehicle associated with a particular permittee. Acceptable forms of
distinctive signage include, but are not limited to, symbols or signs on
vehicle doors, roofs, or grilles. Magnetic or other removable distinctive
sighage is acceptable. Permittees shall file an illustration of their
distinctive signage with the taxicab inspector for approval.

(b) A transportation network vehicle shall display a consistent and
distinctive emblem at all times while being used to provide vehicle for
hire transportation services. The taxicab inspector is authorized to
specify, by rule, the manner of display, method of issuance, design and
contents of such emblem.

Sec. 57-296. - Transportation network drivers—Additional operating
requirements.

(a) In addition to all other applicable requirements provided by law, it shall
be unlawful for any person:

(1) To operate a transportation network vehicle within the city while not
in possession of a valid Driver License; or

(2) To operate, or cause to be operated, a transportation network
vehicle that does not meet all the applicable requirements of this
chapter.

(b) No transportation network driver shall pick up or discharge a passenger
on any portion of Corpus Christi International Airport (CCIA) without
proper authorization pursuant to chapter 9 of this Code. A transportation
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network driver carrying a passenger or passengers from CCIA shall pay
to the city the airport use fee established from time to time by chapter 9
of this Code. Additionally, no transportation network driver shall pick up
or discharge any passenger in any designated taxicab stands or loading
zones.

(c) It shall be unlawful for any permittee or transportation network driver to

solicit potential passengers for vehicle for hire services at, in or near
any passenger depot, hotel, airport, ship or ferry landing, bus stop or
station, or upon any sidewalk or street or any other place in the city, or
use any words or gestures that could be construed as soliciting a
passenger for vehicle for hire transportation services.

(d) It shall be unlawful for a transportation network driver to accept or

respond to passengers' or potential passengers' requests for service via
traditional street hail, including hand gestures and verbal statements. It
shall be unlawful for a transportation network driver to provide his or her
direct phone number or email address to passengers or potential
passengers to enable requests for service. A TNC shall immediately
notify the taxi inspector and provide any evidence in its possession if it
obtains actual knowledge of any violation of this subsection.

(e) It shall be the duty of each transportation network driver to pull his

(f)

transportation network vehicle to the curb when loading or unloading
passengers.

The permittee's internet enabled application or digital platform accessed
by potential passengers shall display for the potential passenger: (1) a
picture of the transportation network driver and (2) a picture of the
transportation network vehicle the driver is approved to use, including
the license plate number of the driver's transportation network vehicle.
In addition, any permittee shall make any information displayed in the
permittee's Internet-enabled application or digital platform also available
on such permittee's website.

(g) The permittee shall make available on the mobile application and the

receipt provided to the passenger, the contact information for the
permittee's customer service liaison, including, but not limited to, the
liaison's name, phone number, and e-mail address.

(h) Any permittee shall clearly disclose, on the permittee's on-line enabled

application or digital platform and website, that the permittee is a TNC.
Additionally, the disclosure shall state that each permittee is required to
maintain insurance policies as specified in section 57-288 of this Code.
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(i) Any transportation network driver shall provide to any authorized law
enforcement officer proof of the insurance policies required by this
article in case of an accident involving a transportation network vehicle
while operating a transportation network vehicle.

() Any permittee shall provide passengers an opportunity to indicate
whether they require a wheelchair-accessible vehicle. If a permittee
cannot provide a wheelchair-accessible transportation network vehicle,
it shall provide the prospective passenger with for hire transportation
services in a manner consistent with section 57-137 of this Code.

(k) Any permittee shall have an affirmative duty to respond to requests for
service and shall be responsible for the actions of any of its employees,
transportation network drivers, or other person that reports to, or acts as
an agent of, the permittee, for any failure to respond to a request for
service.

() All transportation network drivers operating a transportation network
vehicle shall at all times: (1) carry proof of the insurance policies
required in section 57-288 of this Code covering the vehicle; (2) carry
an electronic or paper copy of the agreement or terms of service
between the driver and the TNC; and (3) display the certification decal
and distinctive signage or emblem required by this article. A
transportation network driver shall log onto the transportation network
company's internet-enabled application or digital platform showing that
the driver is available to pick up passengers immediately upon entering
his or her transportation network vehicle with the intent to provide
service.

(m)Upon request a transportation network driver shall display to the taxicab
inspector, or other person authorized to enforce this chapter, a physical
or electronic record of a ride in progress sufficient to establish that it
was a prearranged transportation service. To the extent that trip records
are contained on an electronic device, a transportation network driver is
not required to relinquish custody of the device in order to make the
required display but must demonstrate to the taxicab inspector or other
person authorized to enforce this chapter that the transportation
network driver has in his possession proof of that the ride in progress is
the result of a prearranged transportation service.

(n) Any terms or conditions in the agreement between the permittee and
transportation network driver, or between the permittee and any
passenger, that would act as a waiver of the permittee's liability to the
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passenger or to the public, are declared to be contrary to public policy,
null, void and unenforceable.

57



