Chapter 8: Fieldwork Standards for
Performance Audits

content of audit documentation are a matter of the auditors’
professional judgment.

8.135 Auditors should document the following:
a. the objectives, scope, and methodology of the audit;

b. the work performed and evidence obtained to support
significant judgments and conclusions, as well as expectations
in analytical procedures, including descriptions of transactions
and records examined (for example, by listing file numbers,
case numbers, or other means of identifying specific
documents examined, though copies of documents examined
or detailed listings of information from those documents are not
required); and

c. supervisory review, before the audit report is issued, of the
evidence that supports the findings, conclusions, and
recommendations contained in the audit report.

8.136 When auditors do not comply with applicable GAGAS
requirements because of law, regulation, scope limitations, restrictions
on access to records, or other issues affecting the audit, the auditors
should document the departure from the GAGAS requirements and the
impact on the audit and on the auditors’ conclusions.

Application Guidance: Audit Documentation

8.137 Audit documentation is an essential element of audit quality. The
process of preparing and reviewing audit documentation contributes to
the quality of an audit. Audit documentation serves to (1) provide the
principal support for the audit report, (2) aid auditors in conducting and
supervising the audit, and (3) allow for the review of audit quality.

8.138 An experienced auditor means an individual (whether internal or
external to the audit organization) who possesses the competencies and
skills that would have enabled him or her to conduct the performance
audit. These competencies and skills include an understanding of (1) the
performance audit processes, (2) GAGAS and applicable legal and
regulatory requirements, (3) the subject matter associated with achieving
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