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July 29, 2016 
 
Mr. Chris Loft 
Total Maximum Daily Load Program 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
MC-203 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, TX 78711-3087 
 
RE: Letter of Support for Implementation Plan for Two Total Maximum Daily Loads 
for Bacteria at Cole and Ropes Parks Beaches in Corpus Christi Bay (I-Plan) 
 
Dear Mr. Loft, 
 
Please accept this letter of support from the Coastal Bend Bays Foundation for the 
“Implementation Plan for Two Total Maximum Daily Loads for Bacteria at Cole and 
Ropes Parks Beaches in Corpus Christi Bay (I-Plan).”  When water testing at the 
Cole and Ropes Parks beaches revealed that bacteria levels in the water exceeded 
water quality standards for recreational use, the beaches landed on EPA’s 303(d) list 
for polluted waters.  In July 2012 a community-led stakeholder group was formed, the 
Cole and Ropes Parks Bacteria Reduction Implementation Plan Coordination 
Committee (CARP), which has been meeting since then to create the final I-Plan. 
 
We believe the I-Plan lays out reasonable and measurable steps to improve water 
quality at the Parks’ beaches.  We also believe that implementation of this common-
sense, voluntary approach, would benefit residents and visitors alike to the city of 
Corpus Christi, by reducing bacteria in the water at Cole and Ropes Parks beaches. 
Cleaner, safer water at our City park beaches is both a highly desirable and 
achievable outcome of this I-Plan. 
 
We look forward to the positive results this I-Plan will have for reducing bacteria at 
Cole and Ropes Parks beaches, thus ensuring the safety and health of our community 
members and visitors. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Jace Tunnell 
President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





Visit our website – www.cbbep.org 

Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries Program, Inc. 
615 N. Upper Broadway, Suite 1200, Corpus Christi, TX 78401-0749  361-336-0304  361-400-5362 (fax) 

 

 

 

 

July 28, 2016 
 
Mr. Chris Loft 
Total Maximum Daily Load Program 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
MC-203 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, TX 78711-3087 
 
RE: Letter of Support for Implementation Plan for Two Total Maximum Daily Loads for Bacteria at Cole 
and Ropes Parks Beaches in Corpus Christi Bay (I-Plan) 
 
Dear Mr. Loft, 
 
On behalf of the Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries Program, I am writing to offer my support for the 
“Implementation Plan for Two Total Maximum Daily Loads for Bacteria at Cole and Ropes Parks Beaches 
in Corpus Christi Bay (I-Plan).”  When water testing at the Cole and Ropes Parks beaches revealed that 
bacteria levels in the water exceeded water quality standards for recreational use, the beaches landed 
on EPA’s 303(d) list for polluted waters.  In July 2012 a community-led stakeholder group was formed, 
the Cole and Ropes Parks Bacteria Reduction Implementation Plan Coordination Committee (CARP), 
which has been meeting since then to create the final I-Plan. 
 
We believe the I-Plan lays out reasonable and measurable steps to improve water quality at the Parks’ 
beaches.  We also believe that implementation of this common-sense, voluntary approach, would 
benefit residents and visitors alike to the city of Corpus Christi, by reducing bacteria in the water at Cole 
and Ropes Parks beaches. Cleaner, safer water at our City park beaches is both a highly desirable and 
achievable outcome of this I-Plan. 
 

The efforts within Cole and Ropes Parks are an important step towards reducing bacteria in the water at Cole 
and Ropes Parks beaches, and supports the Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries Program Coastal Bend Bays Plan, 
specifically our Water and Sediment Quality Action Plan, Habitat and Living Resources Action Plan, and our 
Human Uses Action Plan.  We have been and will continue to work with the CARP to provide our technical and 
scientific expertise as needed, and we look forward to the positive results this I-Plan will have for reducing 
bacteria at Cole and Ropes Parks beaches.   

 
Sincerely, 

Ray Allen 
Executive Director 
Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries Program 
www.cbbep.org 

http://www.cbbep.org/


 
Letter of Support 

 
Implementation Plan for One Total Maximum Daily Load for Bacteria 

 at Cole and Ropes Beaches in Corpus Christi Bay (I-Plan) 
 

TO:  Texas Commission on Environmental Quality; the General Public; Civic and Governmental 
Organizations Interested in Bay Beaches Safety and Marine Surface Water Quality in the Corpus Christi 
Area  
 
FROM: Coastal Bend Windsurfers, a group of windsurfers (list attached) who have 
regularly enjoyed practicing their sport at Cole and Ropes Park, some for over 25 years.  
 
Background:  Beginning in April, 2012, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) 
sponsored a series of public meetings to address elevated levels of bacteria in specific parts of Corpus 
Christi Bay.  The target areas were bay waters receiving storm water from outfalls at Cole and Ropes 
Parks.  These problem segments include beach areas adjacent the parks.  And, the segments had been 
designated by the US Environmental Protection Agency to join other polluted waters on the national 
303(d) impaired waters list, bodies unfit for recreational use in violation of the federal Clean Water Act 
under applicable water quality standards.   
 
In June 2012, attendees at the third public meeting elected stakeholder participants to collaborate in work 
groups over four years to devise a bacteria reduction plan to help bay water adjacent Cole and Ropes 
Parks comply with recreational standards. The stakeholder participants, who dubbed themselves CARP 
(Coles and Ropes Park Coordination Committee), entered into an action Guideline agreement that 
pledged their continued work and plan review into the future in additional five (5) year increments. The 
current plan was finalized in March, 2016.  
 
STATEMENT OF SUPPORT:  Coles and Ropes Parks are some of our nation’s premier windsurfing 
locations. Several regional and international competitions were held at Cole Park since the early eighties 
including the 2016 US Windsurfing Nationals organized by the US Windsurfing Association. The 
nearshore water quality of these parks is an obvious concern to this group and to other recreational users. 
For example windsurfers typically abstain from launching from these parks after rain events. Coastal 
Bend windsurfers wholeheartedly support the proposed Bacteria Reduction Implementation Plan (I-Plan) 
and its voluntary approach for reducing bacteria levels in Corpus Christi Bay at Cole and Ropes Park. 
Improved recreational water quality will reduce the risk of negative health impact from practicing our 
sport. These benefits will extend to other recreational users who enjoy these wonderful parks. Better 
water quality in our parks is also important for our city as our waterfront is a wonderful resource well 
known regionally and, in the case of Oleander Point at Cole Park, known internationally in the 
windsurfing community.  
 
By: Coastal Bend Windsurfers (see attached signatures) 







 

 
 
 
August   30,   2016 
 
Mr.   Chris   Lo─ 
Total   Maximum   Daily   Load   Program 
Texas   Commission   on   Environmental   Quality 
MC‐203 
P.O.   Box   13087 
Aus℀甄n,   TX   78711‐3087 
 
RE: Le℀ጅer of Support for Implementation Plan for Two Total Maximum Daily Loads for Bacteria at Cole                                 
and   Ropes   Parks   Beaches   in   Corpus   Christi   Bay    ( IPlan ) 
 
Dear   Mr.   Lo─, 
 
On behalf of the United Corpus chris℀甄 Chamber of Commerce’s 1100 members, please accept this le℀ጅer                               
of support for the “ Implementation Plan for Two Total Maximum Daily Loads for Bacteria at Cole and                                 
Ropes Parks Beaches in Corpus Christi Bay (IPlan).” When water tes℀甄ng at the Cole and Ropes Parks                                 
beaches revealed that bacteria levels in the water exceeded water quality standards for recrea℀甄onal use,                             
the beaches landed on EPA’s 303(d) list for polluted waters. In July 2012 a community‐led stakeholder                               
group was formed, the Cole and Ropes Parks Bacteria Reduc℀甄on Implementa℀甄on Plan Coordina℀甄on                         
Commi℀ጅee   (CARP),   which   has   been   mee℀甄ng   since   then   to   create   the   final    IPlan . 
 
We believe the IPlan lays out reasonable and measurable steps to improve water quality at the Parks’                                 
beaches. We also believe that implementa℀甄on of this common‐sense, voluntary approach, would                       
benefit residents and visitors alike to the city of Corpus Chris℀甄, by reducing bacteria in the water at Cole                                     
and Ropes Parks beaches. Cleaner, safer water at our City park beaches is both a highly desirable and                                   
achievable   outcome   of   this    IPlan . 
 
We look forward to the posi℀甄ve results this IPlan will have for reducing bacteria at Cole and Ropes Parks                                     
beaches,   thus   ensuring   the   safety   and   health   of   our   community   members   and   visitors. 
 
Respec℀ully, 
 
 

 
Anne℀ጅe   Medlin,   IOM 

President   and   CEO 

1501   N.   Chaparral Corpus   Chris℀甄,   Texas 78401 361.881.1800 www.unitedcorpuschris℀甄chamber.com  

http://www.unitedcorpuschristichamber.com/


II I ® League of Women Voters - Corpus Christi Area 

P. 0. Box 8276 • Corpus Christi, TX 78468 
(361) 445-4436 

htt://www.lwv-cc.org  

Letter of Support 
Bacteria Reduction Implementation Plan 

For 
Cole and Ropes Parks, Corpus Christi, Texas 

TO: Texas Commission on Environmental Quality; the General Public; Civic and Governmental 

Organizations Interested in Bay Beaches Safety and Marine Surface Water Quality in the Corpus Christi 

Area [ADD OTHER ORGANIZATIONS OR SPECIFIC GOVERNMENTAL BODIES, SUCH AS THE 
COMMISSIONERS COURT OF NUECES COUNTY, TEXAS; AREA COGS, etc. that the SENDER 

may additionally identify.] 

FROM: 	The Corpus Christi League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan, political 

Organization, that encourages informed and active participation in government, 
Works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences 

Public policy through education and advocacy. The League does not support 

or oppose any political party or candidate. 

Background: Beginning in April, 2012, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) 

sponsored a series of public meetings to address elevated levels of bacteria in specific parts of Corpus 
Christi Bay. The target areas were bay waters receiving storm water from outfalls at Cole and Ropes 

Parks. These problem segments include beach areas adjacent the parks. And, the segments had been 

designated by the US Environmental Protection Agency to join other polluted waters on the national 
303(d) impaired waters list, bodies unfit for recreational use in violation of the federal Clean Water Act 
under applicable water quality standards. 

In June 2012, attendees at the third public meeting elected stakeholder participants to collaborate in work 
groups over four years to devise a bacteria reduction plan to help bay water adjacent Cole and Ropes 

Parks comply with recreational standards. The stakeholder participants, who dubbed themselves CARP, 

entered into an action Guideline agreement that pledged their continued work and plan review into the 
future in additional five (5) year increments. The current plan was finalized in March, 2016. 

STATEMENT OF SUPPORT: We, the League of Women Voters of Corpus Christi, Texas, support the 

Bacteria Reduction Implementation Plan for Cole and Ropes Parks. Improved recreational water quality 
in the target segments of Cole and Ropes Parks is consistent with the League of Women Voters' Policy 

Positions for Natural Resources, developed over the years, reviewed and affirmed by members at the May 
2016 Annual Meeting. 

By: 
Dr. Mar ane Garza, P sident 

 

Date: 

  







	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Sierra	  Club	  Coastal	  Bend	  Group	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   PO	  Box	  3512	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Corpus	  Christi,	  TX	  78463	  
	  
August	  8,	  2016	  
	  
Mr.	  Chris	  Loft	  
Total	  Maximum	  Daily	  Load	  Program	  
Texas	  Commission	  on	  Environmental	  Quality	  
MC-‐203	  
P.O.	  Box	  13087	  
Austin,	  TX	  78711-‐3087	  
	  
RE:	  Letter	  of	  Support	  for	  Implementation	  Plan	  for	  Two	  Total	  Maximum	  Daily	  Loads	  for	  Bacteria	  at	  Cole	  
and	  Ropes	  Parks	  Beaches	  in	  Corpus	  Christi	  Bay	  (I-‐Plan)	  
	  
Dear	  Mr.	  Loft,	  
	  
Please	  accept	  this	   letter	  of	  support	   from	  the	  Sierra	  Club	  Coastal	  Bend	  Group	   for	  the	  “Implementation	  
Plan	  for	  Two	  Total	  Maximum	  Daily	  Loads	  for	  Bacteria	  at	  Cole	  and	  Ropes	  Parks	  Beaches	  in	  Corpus	  Christi	  
Bay	  (I-‐Plan).”	  	  When	  water	  testing	  at	  the	  Cole	  and	  Ropes	  Parks	  beaches	  revealed	  that	  bacteria	  levels	  in	  
the	  water	  exceeded	  water	  quality	  standards	  for	  recreational	  use,	  the	  beaches	  landed	  on	  EPA’s	  303(d)	  list	  
for	  polluted	  waters.	   	   In	  July	  2012	  a	  community-‐led	  stakeholder	  group	  was	  formed,	  the	  Cole	  and	  Ropes	  
Parks	   Bacteria	   Reduction	   Implementation	   Plan	   Coordination	   Committee	   (CARP),	   which	   has	   been	  
meeting	  since	  then	  to	  create	  the	  final	  I-‐Plan.	  
	  
We	  believe	  the	  I-‐Plan	   lays	  out	  reasonable	  and	  measurable	  steps	  to	  improve	  water	  quality	  at	  the	  Parks’	  
beaches.	   	   We	   also	   believe	   that	   implementation	   of	   this	   common-‐sense,	   voluntary	   approach,	   would	  
benefit	  residents	  and	  visitors	  alike	  to	  the	  city	  of	  Corpus	  Christi,	  by	  reducing	  bacteria	  in	  the	  water	  at	  Cole	  
and	  Ropes	  Parks	  beaches.	  Cleaner,	  safer	  water	  at	  our	  City	  park	  beaches	   is	  both	  a	  highly	  desirable	  and	  
achievable	  outcome	  of	  this	  I-‐Plan.	  
	  
We	   look	   forward	   to	   the	   positive	   results	   this	   I-‐Plan	   will	   have	   for	   reducing	   bacteria	   at	   Cole	   and	   Ropes	  
Parks	  beaches,	  thus	  ensuring	  the	  safety	  and	  health	  of	  our	  community	  members	  and	  visitors.	  
	  
Respectfully,	  
	  
	  
Lois Huff 
	  
Lois	  Huff,	  Chair	  
Sierra	  Club	  Coastal	  Bend	  Group	  
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