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Plat Requirements

• UDC 3.30.1.A:  requires installation of improvements, 
or financial guarantee, during platting

• UDC 8.1.4:  During platting, the “developer shall 
provide”:
A. “Streets, including but not limited to pavement, curb and 

gutter, sidewalks ….”

• UDC 8.2.2.A.4: “Sidewalks shall connect to existing 
adjacent sidewalks or be designed and placed to allow 
connection to future adjacent sidewalks”
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Sidewalk Requirement in 8.2.2.A
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Sidewalk Requirement in 8.2.2.A (cont’d)

4



Sidewalk Exceptions in 8.2.2.B
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Sidewalk Requirement in Street Standards Tables
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Sidewalk Requirement in Street Standards Tables
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Sidewalk Requirement in Street Standards Tables
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Contradictions in UDC
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Contradictions in UDC
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Possible Criteria for Exception to Sidewalk Requirement

1. Local streets only are eligible (50 ft. ROW and less)
2. Residential Single-Family and Two-Family Zoned properties 

only
3. At least 75% of the block face (as measured by number of lots 

or by linear footage) does not have sidewalk
4. At least 75% of the lots are developed with existing primary 

structures
5. In cases where there are topographical challenges or other 

specific circumstances related to the land, drainage, or other 
utilities, the Director may approve an alternative pedestrian 
plan (for example, requiring an access easement on the 
property if there is insufficient right-of-way for sidewalk) 

11



Possible Criteria for Exception to Sidewalk Requirement

• If the following factors exist, then 
exception does not apply:

– Street on ADA Master Plan

– Street on Mobility Plan

– Street on UTP 
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Other Factors to Consider
• Date of original plat.  (Sidewalk requirement adopted 3/23/1955)
• Adjacency / proximity to existing sidewalk
• If capital improvement project imminent, require cash in lieu of construction
• Proximity (CCISD bus pick-up standard, or “Pedshed” 0.25 mile away) to the 

following:
– Schools, public/civic uses, commercial uses, mixed-use, employment, or 

neighborhood amenities

• Require sidewalk on corner lots
• Traffic Impact Analysis:  consider allowing sidewalk and curb ramps as 

mitigation measures
• Note:  for TxDOT right-of-way, City is allowed to require sidewalks; 

maintenance responsibility is City’s
– City requires adjacent land owners to maintain sidewalks per UDC  
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Case Studies

• Roblex (Industrial)

• Padre Island Point Tesoro Unit 1

• Laguna Business Center
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Roblex (PC 9/5/2018)
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• Industrial-zoned property, but the street is a UTP collector, and 
connects two UTP collectors (Flato and Highway frontage road)
• Commercial uses are allowed in Industrial-zoned districts
• Consider keeping the sidewalk requirement for Industrial areas with
Collectors and Arterials



Padre-Island CC Pt Tesoro Unit 1 (PC 9/5/2018)
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• Satisfies Criteria 1-4
• Good candidate for UDC exception, without waiver process



Laguna Business Center (PC 1/9/2019)
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Laguna Business Center (PC 1/9/2019)
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Continue to allow Plat Waiver requests per UDC 3.8.3.D, 

for harder cases

• Need for waiver shall be demonstrated to Planning 

Commission’s satisfaction

• The waiver may be approved, approved with conditions or 

denied after consideration of the following factors:

1. Not detrimental to public health, safety, or general welfare, or be 

injurious to other property in area, or to the City;

2. The conditions that create the need for the waiver shall not generally 

apply to other property in the vicinity;

3. Application of the provision will render subdivision of land unfeasible; 

or

4. The granting of the waiver would not substantially conflict with the 

Comp Plan and the purposes of the UDC
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Sidewalks

Discussion
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