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§ 6.13 Streetscape Zone Standards

6.13.1 Permission to Use City Sidewalks.

The Assistant City Manager of Development Services is authorized to approve Use Privilege Agreements for streetscape
zone and pedestrian amenities such as sidewalk cafes, awnings, outdoor displays and sales, street furniture, landscaping,

Streetscape Zone.

(Ordinance 029923, 08/20/2013)

6.13.2 Streetscape Zone and Pedestrian Amenities.

Where a Streetscape Zone is required for a proposed development, the following standards shall be incorporated into the
project design:

A. Building Setbacks. To encourage pedestrian-friendly streets by bringing buildings close to pedestrian sidewalks and
s shall be

streetscapes, there shall be a 0- foot “build-to” line for development requiring a Streetscape Zone. Stru
built to the property line (0-foot build-to line), except as necessary to allow room for outdoor seating, outdoor dining
areas, outdoor sales and displays, landscaping, entryways, and similar pedestrian and customer amenities.

B. Sidewalks. Sidewalks are required as part of a Streetscape Zone as follows:

1. A continuous minimum 10-foot pedestrian walkway shall be provided along all building walls located adjacent to an
Arterial or Collector Street.

2. Sidewalks on all lesser classified streets must have a minimum width of 5 feet.

3. Clear Zone. A minimum “Clear Zone” of 5 feet shall be provided for all public sidewalks and shall remain

unobstructed for pedestrian use (Fig. 6.13.2.B.3.).
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4. All sidewalks must be compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act construction standards.
5. Sidewalks shall keep as much as possible to the natural path of travel parallel to the improved roadway (but do not
need to be perfectly straight), and ideally align with the crosswalk.
6. Additional sidewalk widths may be required at mail boxes, street light poles, at drop-off and pick- up points, etc., in
order to conform to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act or other public safety requirements.
C. Street Furniture/Landscaping Zone.
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1. The Street Furniture/Landscape Zone of the pedestrian walkway includes the width of the back of the curb, and is

elements such as pedestrian lighting, transit shelters, transit signage, benches, litter receptacles, and pedestrian
scaled lighting (Figs. 6.13.2.C.1.).

Street Furniture, Planters, and Lighting

Solar Tree Lamps

online.encodeplus.com/regs/corpuschristi-tx/doc-viewer.aspx?secid=891#secid-891 2/9


http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/corpuschristi-tx/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=108
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/corpuschristi-tx/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=108
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/corpuschristi-tx/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=87
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/corpuschristi-tx/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=271
http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/corpuschristi-tx/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=271

4/20/2021 Unified Development Code - Document Viewer

D. Awnings.

1. Where non-residential buildings are located along the first floor of an Arterial or Collector Street, canopies, awnings,
marquees, or porticos shall be provided (Figs. 6.13.2.D.1)
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definition of an “awning” provided under Section 1.11.3.

3. Awning Dimensions.
a. Depth. The awning canopy may not extend any further than within 1 foot measured from the face of the curb.
b. Awning supports may not be located within 5 feet measured from the face of the curb.

c. Height. The vertical dimension between the underside of a canopy or awning and the sidewalk shall be at least 7
feet and no more than 12 feet (Fig. 6.13.2.D.3).
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4. The total signage on an awning or umbrella shall not exceed 20% of the area of the awning or umbrella.
E. Windows.

1. Ground level non-residential uses shall provide large display windows along a minimum of 40% of their horizontal
length (black, mirrored, or other opaque surfaces cannot be used).

that the window allows views into and out of the interior (Fig. 6.13.2.E.2.).
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Retail Transparency

3. On facades greater than 100 feet in length, measured horizontally, which face an Arterial or Collector Street, no
horizontal wall shall extend for a distance greater than three times its height without a change in elevation of a
minimum of 15% of such height. This height change shall continue for a minimum of 20% of the length of either
adjacent plane. The adaptive reuse of an existing building shall not be required to adhere to this requirement, and

the locations of existing windows shall be permitted to remain.

4. At no time shall any windows within a building located along a required Streetscape Zone be boarded up, except for
in preparation of a declared weather emergency.

5. No permanently installed burglar bars shall be visible from any public street. The ground floor nonresidential portion
of a mixed use building may install fully retractable metal security screening or storm shutters that secure windows

and doors when the nonresidential portion of the mixed use building is not open for business, and must not be
visible during business hours. (Figs. 6.13.2.E.5.)
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fee, provided that the sidewalk cafe shall not reduce the public sidewalk width to less than five feet or obstruct the
required Clear Zone (Fig. 6.13.2.F.1.). (Ordinance 029923, 8/20/2013)
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2. The front building line of any commercial use may be extended further within the property line boundary to
incorporate an outdoor dining use, provided that the minimum 5-foot public sidewalk Clear Zone is maintained.

interior of the restaurant or in similar enclosed area so that a minimum Clear Zone of 5 feet is unobstructed when
the outdoor dining area is not in use due to inclement weather, or when the restaurant is closed.

G. Displays and Equipment.

1. Outdoor displays, sales, and service (in connection with a vegetable stand, news stand, a permitted vendor, farmers
market, café, or restaurant) may take place on an outdoor patio or sidewalk, provided that no display or sales shall

be allowed to block the required 5-foot Clear Zone of the sidewalk.

2. The outdoor displays, sales, and service outlined under (G)(1) above shall require a Use Privilege Agreement with the
City.

3. All booths, stalls, carts, outdoor display items or other equipment utilized for outdoor display, sales, or food and

beverage service at the close of business each day shall be removed or immobilized and secured so as to prevent it
from becoming a public safety hazard, nuisance or security risk.

4. Roof-mounted equipment. Roof-mounted equipment shall be completely screened from public views from the
ground elevation.

H. Signs. Signs shall be designed for visual communication and orientation to the pedestrians and slow-moving vehicular
traffic crossing pedestrian sidewalks as follows:

1. Hanging or Blade signs are permitted and shall be placed perpendicular to the facade, located above or adjacent to
the entrance and visible to pedestrian circulation on adjacent sidewalks (Figs. 6.13.1.H.1.).

2. Canopy signs are permitted and shall be oriented perpendicular or parallel to the fagade, typically located above or
adjacent to the entrance and visible to pedestrian circulation on adjacent sidewalks.
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3. Signs shall project no more than 4 feet from the building or one-third of the sidewalk width, whichever is less.
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4. All signs shall maintain a minimum clearance of 7 feet above sidewalk level to the bottom of the sign.

5. Pole-mounted signs are prohibited within a Streetscape Zone and may only be used for public traffic, safety,
transportation, and directional information purposes.

6. Billboards shall not be permitted within, or attached to, any structure located within Streetscape Zone.

7. Sandwich signs are permitted on sidewalks, provided that they are located adjacent to the building and are not
located in, or block the sidewalk Clear Zone.

8. With the exception of the sign standards outlined under this section, all signs must meet the criteria and compliance
of the standards of Section 7.5 of the City’s Unified Development Code.

l. Street Tree Planting Requirements. Where existing or planned sidewalks measure at least 10 feet in width, street trees
shall be required as part of a Streetscape Zone along the entire building line fronting an Arterial or Collector Street,
except along alleys, as follows:

1. Street trees shall be drought tolerant or semi-tolerant species and planted within the Street Furniture/Landscaping
Zone area, at a maximum of 40 feet on-center and outside of the 5-foot pedestrian Clear Zone.

2. The dimension of a tree well may be a minimum of a 5-foot radius extending into the walk from the inside edge of
the curb, forming a semi-circle or a 5’ x 5’ square tree well. The tree shall be a minimum size of 15 gallons in
preference to boxed specimens which tend to be root bound (Fig. 6.13.2.1.2.).
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3. Sidewalks that do not currently measure 10 feet in width and are planned for less than 10 feet in width (as indicated
under the Urban Transportation Plan) shall be provided raised bed planters or isolated planters with drought tolerant

4. A street wall/planter may also be used to meet street tree planting requirements and provide seating opportunities
(Fig. 6.13.2.1.4.).

Figure 6.13.2.1.4.

5. Street Tree Planting Location Considerations.

a. Planning and design of proposed tree planting sites shall take into consideration the location of overhead and

b. Street tree location and placement shall take into consideration adjacent parallel parking spaces and possible
damage from car doors.

6. All planting and landscaping materials shall meet the criteria of the City’s Landscaping Ordinance for commercial
uses.

J. Lighting.

1. All Streetscape Zones and parking lot areas must be sufficiently lighted in accordance with the llluminating

Engineering Society of North America’s (IESNA) “Guideline for Security Lighting for People, Property, and Public
Spaces”.

2. Prohibited lighting includes mercury vapor, low pressure sodium, high pressure sodium, searchlights, and flashing or
changing light sources.

K. Screening and Fencing.

(Fig. 6.13.2.K.2.).
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Figure 6.13.2.K.2.
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